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Scripture Readings 
 

Text: Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and 
the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness 

covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. 
3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 
4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated 
the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and 
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 
6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the 
waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7So 
God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered 
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And 
it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw 
that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every 
kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it 
was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing 
fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 
13And there was evening and there was morning, the third 
day. 
14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the 
sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for 
signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let 
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon 
the earth.” And it was so. 16God made the two great 
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light 
to rule the night—and the stars. 17God set them in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over 
the day and over the night, and to separate the light from 
the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there 
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of 
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
dome of the sky.” 21So God created the great sea monsters 
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with 
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures 
of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals 
of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25God made the 
wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of 
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, 
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
27So God created humankind in his image, in the image of 
God he created them; male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 
29God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with 
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to 
every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” 
And it was so. 
31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was 
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all 
their multitude. 2And on the seventh day God finished 

the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh 
day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed 
the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested 
from all the work that he had done in creation. 
4These are the generations of the heavens and the earth 
when they were created.  
 

Secondary Text: John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning 

with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light 
of all people. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
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Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, God 
Narrator: In the beginning when God created the heavens 
and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said,  
God: “Let there be light”;  
Narrator: And there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the first 
day. 
Narrator: And God said,  
God: “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.”  
Narrator: So God made the dome and separated the 
waters that were under the dome from the waters that 
were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome 
Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
second day. 
Narrator: And God said,  
God: “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.”  
Narrator: And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, 
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. 
And God saw that it was good. Then God said,  
God: “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding 
seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit 
with the seed in it.”  
Narrator: And it was so. The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of 
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw 
that it was good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day. And God said,  
God: “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs 
and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be 
lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.”  
Narrator: And it was so. God made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule 
the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the 
sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and 
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 
And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fourth day. And God said,  
God: “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome 
of the sky.”  

Narrator: So God created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which 
the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. 
And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying,  
God: “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”  
Narrator: And there was evening and there was morning, 
the fifth day. And God said,  
God: “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every 
kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the 
earth of every kind.”  
Narrator: And it was so. God made the wild animals of 
the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and 
everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good. Then God said,  
God: “Let us make humankind in our image, according to 
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  
Narrator: So God created humankind in his image, in the 
image of God he created them; male and female he created 
them. God blessed them, and God said to them,  
God: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that 
moves upon the earth.” 
Narrator: God said,  
God: “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that 
is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in 
its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast 
of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of 
life, I have given every green plant for food.”  
Narrator: And it was so. God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens 
and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And 
on the seventh day God finished the work that he had 
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work 
that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and 
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work 
that he had done in creation. These are the generations of 
the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
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Theme and Prayers 
 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: The creation story models a healthy 
perspective for ourselves and for our relationships. 

This is easily one of the most beautiful stories with the 
richest images ever written! I cannot help but get more and 
more excited as I read. Creation begins with just one thing: 
God. (A triune God, perhaps? God’s spirit [wind] sweeps 
over the face of the waters, and God creates humans in 
“our” image.) The story then forms and shapes with the 
creation of light and the separation of light from darkness; 
a separation of waters from waters, and then waters from 
dry land; vegetation; the sun, the moon, and the stars; sea 
creatures and flying things; creepy, crawly things and 
animals. Can you feel the movement from cold, hard, 
darkness to warm, bright, and filled with life?! 

For all the wondrous, amazing things God created, God 
was not finished until God created people. Like a chef 
creating a mouth-watering masterpiece with flavors, 
aromas, and delicious sides, the feast is not complete until 
the main dish is plated. With creation set in motion and 
teeming with life, God rests. God makes the day of rest 
holy so that people will forever remember that rest is a 
necessary component to the everlasting movement of the 
planet. 

This fantastic story tells us many things. It reminds us just 
who is responsible for all of this magnificent creation. God 
is the primary artist, with God’s brushstrokes on every 
corner of this canvas. People are the creation, not the 
Creator, with responsibilities for stewardship over all that 
God has made. 

This story also models a healthy rhythm for living: 
Working from big to small, attending to every detail, giving 
the work a life of its own, and then letting it breathe as the 
worker rests.  

Additionally, the story helps us to recognize that all created 
things are precious. Every rock, plant, sea creature, bird, 
and animal is special to God. More importantly, every 
single human is of utmost importance to God. None is 
greater than another. At the core of creation, no color, 
gender, size, religion, or ability is greater than another. 
When we can remember our place in the big picture, 
perhaps we can learn to put God’s creation ahead of 
ourselves, so that we might care for the planet, its 
inhabitants, and all of God’s children. 

 

Scripture Summary 

God is hard at work crafting each aspect of the universe, 
sparing no detail. But even the Almighty Creator takes 
time to rest. 

 

Call to Worship 

L: In the beginning was the Word. 

C: All things came into being through him. 

L: In the Word was life, 

C: And the life was the light of all people. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Loving Creator, 

C: You have formed us, given us breath, and 
supplied our every need. And yet we are slow to 
recognize your blessings, quick to doubt and 
criticize, and eager to blame others for our own 
shortcomings. Forgive us when we fail to reflect 
the unconditional love of the One who made us. 
Have mercy on us and claim us once again as 
your own. Amen. 

L: The Lord hears our every cry and grants forgiveness 
when we repent. Receive the promise that cannot be 
taken away: you are a child of God, loved, pardoned, 
and blessed forever. In the name of Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
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Prayers 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Beloved Creator, everything in heaven and earth bears 
your signature. May we ever rejoice that you have made us, 
and that you have made us your own, through the loving-
kindness of Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

What could we possibly offer the Maker of the universe? 
Our prayers, our gratitude, ourselves. We bring these gifts 
before you in humble thanks for all that you are, and all 
that you have given us, to the glory of Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: O Lord, you said, “Let it be,” and it was so. And it was 
good. Remind us of the power of words to create, to 
build up, and to break down. May your good always be 
our guide. Creator God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Light and dark, oceans and land, fish and creeping 
creatures—all owe their existence to you. May we 
never forget that we also were brought forth by your 
creative hand, as we carry out our duty of care to all 
that lives and relies on our faithful stewardship for its 
continuance. 
Creator God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Comfort, O Lord, those who still bear the inner and 
outer wounds of the September 11 tragedy. When 
events too great to comprehend threaten to 
overwhelm us, remind us that you are still great 
enough and compassionate enough to hold this entire 
world in the palm of your hand. Creator God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Just as your spirit first brought our clay to life, so now 
breathe your healing into all who crave wholeness, 
especially... Creator God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: All creation sings your praise, O Lord: that which has 
gone before and that which has yet to be. Join us 
eternally with our sisters and brothers living in your 
light perpetual, that we may one day join hands again 
as your heavenly family. Creator God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: You speak the word, and it is so. Receive our prayers 
and give us such hope in your promises that we never 
hesitate to ask, knowing that you hear us when we say, 
Amen! 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

See, God has given us every plant yielding seed that is 
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in 
its fruit. So, we graciously receive the grains and the grapes 
which have become this bread and this wine. May they be 
for us the body and blood of the Word to which we owe 
our lives. Come and eat! Enjoy the fruits of creation! 
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Litany 
 

L: In the beginning God created everything from nothing. 

C: Everything that exists. Everything that grows. 
Everything that lives. 

L: Including us. It’s easy to think we are the most 
important part of creation. 

C: That the world, that the universe revolves around 
us. 

L: That we can just do whatever we want to our planet. 

C: This miracle God made. We can trash it with no 
consequences. 

L: But there are consequences. We can destroy what God 
has so lovingly created. 

C: And a lot of the time, that’s exactly what we do. 

L: There are earthquakes, hurricanes, tornados—all kinds 
of natural disasters. 

C: All of these can do great damage. 

L: But we are capable of far worse damage. 

C: From huge things like nuclear war… 

L: To little things like littering. 

C: Every careless, destructive thing we do diminishes 
God’s amazing creation. 

L: Sometimes it’s a wonder God ever trusted us to be 
stewards. 

C: We’ve done enough wrong to be fired, a thousand 
times over. 

L: Yet God still gives us chances to halt, even to reverse 
the damage before it’s too late. 

C: We can stop polluting; we can save endangered 
species. 

L: We can use all our amazing technology for good. 

C: Or not. 

L: God gives us so many chances, but one day our time 
will run out. 

C: And it will be too late. 

L: The beginning was God’s, but we can hasten the 
ending. 

C: Or not. 

L: We can cherish everything that grows, everything that 
lives. 

C: Including each other. 

L: May we honor the miracle of creation, and give humble 
thanks for our part in God’s incredible plan. 

C: And may we say, with our God, “It is good. It is 
very good.” 
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Skit 
 

Characters: Rocky the Rock, Finn the Goldfish, Tony the 
Tiger, Adam 

Adam: Rocky Rock, Finn Goldfish, Tony Tiger—I 
suppose you’re wondering why I called you all here today. 

Rocky: You didn’t call me here. I’m a rock. I’m just here. 

Finn: Well, I was wondering. Since when are you the big 
boss calling meetings? I think this whole thing is a little 
fishy. 

Tony: Really? Well, I think it’s grrrrreat! 

Rocky: You know, Tony, that gets really annoying. 

Tony: What, you mean “grrrrreat”? 

Rocky: Will you cut that out? (to Adam) Make him cut that 
out! 

Tony: If you don’t like me saying that, you should just 
leave. 

Rocky: Listen to yourself. I’m a rock. I can’t go anyplace. 

Finn: I’m not much better off. Take me out of water and 
I’m a goner. 

Adam: Everybody listen! I called you here because I am 
Adam, the steward of all God’s creation, and I wanted to 
say hi. 

Rocky: That’s it? Just “hi”? (to congregation) See what I have 
to put up with? I’m a rock, the original captive audience. 

Adam: No, no, more than just hi. I want to make you guys 
a promise. 

Finn: Promises, promises. Color me skeptical. 

Tony: Actually, I’d color you gold. 

Finn: Ha. Ha. 

Adam: Listen people! God set mankind above all creation, 
and I want you to know I do not take this responsibility 
lightly. I promise to take good care of you. (to Tony) I will 
never hunt and kill you for sport. 

Tony: You won’t? That’s grrrrrr… (Finn covers his mouth) 

Rocky: Thank you, Finn.  

Finn: Don’t mention it. 

Adam: And as for you, my little fishy friend… 

Finn: No need to get all cutesy pie. 

Adam: I will never pollute your waters. You will always 
have clean, fresh streams, rivers, and oceans. 

Finn: That’s a pretty tall order. Sure you can do it? 

Adam: Absolutely! 

Rocky: What about me, big shot? 

Adam: You? 

Rocky: Yeah, the silent majority. 

Tony: Silent? You’re the loudest rock I ever met! 

Rocky: Whatever. You’re making promises? Make me a 
promise. 

Adam: OK here goes. I will protect the land on which you 
lie. I won’t let you get thrown around. Or kicked.  

Rocky: Hmmm. All right, then.  

Adam: Listen, we’re all in this world together. I promise 
to remember that. People will be your biggest protectors 
and champions. Always. 

Tony: Grrrr… I mean, swell! 

Finn: We’ll just SEE about that. Get it? Sea? Ocean? 
“Sea” about that? 

Rocky: We get it. But I agree with Finn. I hope you’re 
right, Adam, but I’m afraid the people who come after you 
might not be quite as thoughtful.  

Adam: Never fear, Rocky. We humans will never forget 
our place in this world. God has given us so much, and 
God expects a lot of us in return. So, go in peace, my 
friends. You are safe! 

Finn: That’s a big relief! Everything should go swimmingly 
from now on! 

Tony: Grrrr…. I mean, cool, dude. 

(Tony, Finn, and Adam exit) 

Rocky: Hey guys! Wait! Take me with you! Guys? (to 
congregation) Rats. It ain’t easy being sedimentary!  
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Kids’ Storytime 
 

Main Message 

God rested on the seventh day – and we need to rest, too. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 

• Pillow 

• Sleeping bag 

• Short bedtime story 

• Other bedtime items 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Bring a pillow, a sleeping bag, maybe a book or other 
things you might use right before you go to bed. Invite the 
kids to get comfortable and even read them a short 
bedtime story.  

Talk to the kids about resting. What time do they go to 
bed? Do they like to sleep? Do their parents ever make 
them go to bed when they aren’t ready yet? The story of 
the creation of the world is a beautiful story, but it is also a 
story about rest and how rest is just as important as 
creating. God even needed to rest, and so we do as well. Is 
it strange to think of rest as a holy thing? Well, it’s one of 
the ways we take good care of our bodies that God gave 
us. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

• Have your sleeping bag, pillow, and any other 
bedtime items (eye mask, sleeping cap, book, 
nightlight) accessible.	

• Read a short bedtime story to the kids.	

	

Reflection Questions 

• Why do you think God took a day of rest?	
• Is it strange to think rest might be a holy thing?	

	

Notes for Special Needs Kids 

Many kids on the autism spectrum enjoy the feel of a 
pillow and being snug in a sleeping back. Other children 
with sensory issues may feel trapped. Keep this in mind as 
you invite kids to participate. 
 
 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 

• Posters or pictures of great athletes 
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Scripture Readings 
 

Text: Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14 

The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the 
Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. 2Sarah 

conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the 
time of which God had spoken to him. 3Abraham gave the 
name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to 
him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2He 

said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show 
you.” 
3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his 
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 
son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set 
out and went to the place in the distance that God had 
shown him. 4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw 
the place far away. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, 
“Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over 
there; we will worship, and then we will come back to 
you.” 6Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and 
laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and 
the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 7Isaac 
said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I 
am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, 
but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham 
said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together. 

9When they came to the place that God had shown him, 
Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. 
He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top 
of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and 
took the knife to kill his son. 
11But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and 
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 
anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since 
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 
13And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a 
thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So 
Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is 
said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be 
provided.” 

 

Secondary Text: John 1:29 
29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and 
declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world!” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Moriah: maw-RAI-uh 
 

  

21 
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Scripture Readings 
 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, God, Abraham, Isaac 

Narrator: The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and 
the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah 
conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the 
time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham gave the 
name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. After these 
things God tested Abraham. He said to him,  

God: “Abraham!”  

Narrator: And he said,  

Abraham: “Here I am.”  

Narrator: He said,  

God: “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as 
a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show 
you.” 

Narrator: So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled 
his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and 
his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and 
set out and went to the place in the distance that God had 
shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw 
the place far away. Then Abraham said to his young men,  

Abraham: “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will 
go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back 
to you.”  

Narrator: Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire 
and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 
Isaac said to his father Abraham,  

Isaac: “Father!”  

Narrator: And he said,  

Abraham: “Here I am, my son.”  

Narrator: He said,  

Isaac: “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?”  

Narrator: Abraham said,  

Abraham: “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son.”  

Narrator: So the two of them walked on together. When 
they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham 
built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound 
his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the 
knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to 
him from heaven, and said,  

God: “Abraham, Abraham!”  

Narrator: And he said,  

Abraham: “Here I am.”  

Narrator: He said,  

God: “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to 
him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have 
not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”  

Narrator: And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught 
in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram 
and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So 
Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is 
said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be 
provided.” 
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Theme and Prayers 
 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God and Abraham both showed they were 
faithful so that God’s blessings might flow through 
Abraham to all the world. 

Truly, there are few more disturbing stories in the Bible 
than this one. Aside from the obvious atrocity, that God 
would even ask one of God’s children to sacrifice his only 
son; aside from the ramifications of such a request (How 
could he ever face Sarah after such a betrayal? How would 
Isaac ever trust his father again? How would Abraham 
ever truly trust a God that asked such a thing of him?) and 
aside from the nauseating image of a father raising a knife 
to a bound and frightened child, is there any redemption in 
this story? 

In order to see beyond the horror, we need to set aside not 
necessarily the elements of the story, but the emotional 
reaction that this story invokes. Boiled down, this is a story 
about God’s relationship with Abraham. God has 
promised a great deal to him – a nation of descendants, 
promised land, and a covenant with the God that created 
all things. Abraham has been given a huge responsibility 
with these promises – is he worthy of such a gift? Perhaps 
this was a test to see if God had chosen the right person to 
bear such a burden. Truly, if God were to give so much to 
one person, that person would have to show he was 
capable of respecting such a gift. Also, if that person was 
to believe God’s promise – that he would bear a nation 
from his descendants – then he would also have to believe 
this would not end in the death of his only son (either the 
son would be saved or there would be more sons). What 
we see here is an enormous weight of trust and respect 
that must be shared between God and Abraham in both 
directions. Perhaps if we set aside our disdain for the 
barbarity, we could see that both God and Abraham had 
to put faith in the other. Both are about to give to the 
other gifts that are beyond generous, and both will be 
required to show their worthiness. 

With a happily-ever-after, we can breathe a sigh of relief – 
both have shown they are ready to enter into the covenant 
with one another. Abraham shows he is willing and able to 
put God before everything else in his life. God keeps 
God’s promises and also saves Abraham’s son. While we 
would never suggest this particular mechanism for proving 

worthiness, we might be able to appreciate the depth of 
faith both needed to have for God’s blessings to be 
bestowed upon all nations. “With great power comes great 
responsibility.” (Oh, yes I did—that’s a quote from the 
movie Spider-Man.) Both showed their willingness to give 
everything to gain everything. 
 

Scripture Summary 

Wood, fire, and knife. Father and son have all the elements 
required for their sacrifice to God. All but an animal to be 
offered, that is. Who could imagine the degree to which 
Abraham’s faith is about to be tested? 

 

Call to Worship 

L: Our God is a God of promise, 

C: Whose faithfulness is everlasting. 

L: Come, put your trust in God. 

C: We will follow where you lead. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Loving Creator, 

C: You have formed us, given us breath, and 
supplied our every need. And yet we are slow to 
recognize your blessings, quick to doubt and 
criticize, and eager to blame others for our own 
shortcomings. Forgive us when we fail to reflect 
the unconditional love of the One who made us. 
Have mercy on us and claim us once again as 
your own. Amen. 

L: The Lord hears our every cry and grants forgiveness 
when we repent. Receive the promise that cannot be 
taken away: you are a child of God, loved, pardoned, 
and blessed forever. In the name of Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
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Prayers 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Faithful God, you do not bestow gifts only to take them 
away again. Train our eyes and hearts upon your 
steadfastness, so that we also might be found faithful to 
your covenant. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

We offer up our gifts to you, O Lord, unable to even 
comprehend the breadth of your generosity, and knowing 
that our efforts are but a shadow of your own faithfulness. 
Accept what we bring as a parent welcomes a child’s gift, 
and bless our offering to your highest purpose. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: We confess that we rarely have any idea what true 
sacrifice looks like. We give of our surplus, when it’s 
convenient, and hope that it is enough. Teach us to 
give with wide-open hearts that risk, rather than 
protective stinginess cloaked in a flimsy assurance of 
security. Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Loving Creator, you do not ask that we slaughter 
animals to appease you, but rather that we responsibly 
steward all the riches and resources of your creation. 
Forgive our missteps and help show us how we can be 
part of healing this beautiful but wounded planet. 
Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Lord, there are many in this world who suffer from 
the threat of abuse and maltreatment by those more 
powerful than themselves. Shepherd them with your 
love, lead them to rescue, and use all of us to bring 
about a society where such crime is neither persistent 
nor tolerated. Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Lord, your presence is balm to those who suffer illness 
or long for wholeness. Feed them on your promises 
and surround them with your healing, especially... 
Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: For all your faithful children who have gone forward 
to pave the way, so that we might worship without 
fear of persecution, we give you thanks. Shine their 
light ever before us as we strive to continually follow 
you. Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Your word is life and your promises are real, O God. 
Sustain us and use us as the living answers to our own 
prayers, strengthening us by your spirit and drawing us 
close to your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Behold the Lamb that takes away the sin of the world! You 
have ended all sacrifice, O Lord, and given all of yourself 
on behalf of your beloved children. May we come now to 
this feast of love, and receive with thanksgiving the gift of 
our Lord’s body and blood, given and shed for us all. 
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Litany 
 

L: This is a story that is hard to hear. 

C: Who wants to believe that God asked this of 
Abraham? 

L: Even for the God of the Old Testament, this is too 
much. 

C: No one should be asked to kill their own child. 

L: Especially if it is God who is doing the asking. 

C: It seems to be an easy “no.” 

L: Who would say yes to such a terrible request? 

C: Yet Abraham was prepared to do it. 

L: To kill his precious son Isaac. 

C: To sacrifice him as an offering to God. 

L: We know how the story ends. 

C: A happy ending. Isaac is spared. 

L: But does the happy ending cancel out the hard part? 

C: Does it absolve God from blame? 

L: Does Abraham’s willingness make him a bad father? 

C: Can either of them, father or son, ever forget this 
most terrible command? 

L: Surely, they never forget. 

C: And the question remains. 

L: Why? What was the purpose of this disturbing day? 

C: Did God ever intend to have Isaac killed? 

L: Or was it a test of Abraham’s love and loyalty to God 
above all else? 

C: God had promised Abraham so much. 

L: Did Abraham love God enough to deserve all this? 

C: The answer is clear: Abraham did love God above 
all else. 

L: Even as his heart broke, he prepared to do God’s will. 

C: And God rewarded his love and loyalty. 

L: God never would have let Isaac be killed.  

C: God loved Isaac as much as God loved Abraham. 

L: And God kept God’s promises., as God keeps God’s 
promises to us. 

C: Asking only for our love and loyalty. 

L: God still asks us today to do hard things. 

C: Sometimes things we really don’t want to do. 

L: But God sees the outcome, and God is a good God of 
love and faithfulness. 

C: We are asked to do God’s will, even when we don’t 
understand. 

L: Trusting that God understands. 

C: Trusting God, as Abraham trusted. 

L: Loving God, as Abraham loved. 

C: Living through the hard part, into God’s happy 
ending for us. 
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Skit 
 

Characters: Abraham, Isaac, Donkey, God 

Props: A few large pieces of wood for Donkey to carry, 
plastic knife, rope 

 

Isaac: Well, here we are, Dad. (to donkey) Bring that over 
here, donkey. 

Donkey: Finally. My back is killing me. I thought we’d 
never get here. 

Abraham: Yes, my son. Here we are. 

Isaac: Um. Dad? 

Abraham: Yes, son? 

Isaac: I see all the firewood on the donkey’s back. 

Abraham: I hope I brought enough. 

Donkey: You did!! You did!! 

Isaac: So, where is the lamb?  

Abraham: Lamb? 

Isaac: You know. To be burned and offered up. 

Abraham: Um, the jam? Jam doesn’t burn very well. 
Makes a great PB ‘n J sandwich, though. 

Isaac: Not jam – lamb. Boy, mom’s right. You are hard of 
hearing, aren’t you? 

Abraham: Hard of hearing, but not hard of heart. I can’t 
do this. 

Isaac: Can’t do what? 

Abraham: Nothing, son.  

Isaac: Sooo…the lamb? 

Abraham: God will provide the lamb for the burnt 
offering. 

Isaac: OK, whatever you say. 

(They pretend to climb to the top of a mountain. Abraham stacks the 
wood on the floor) 

Abraham: I can’t do this. I don’t know why God is asking 
me to do this. But I must. 

(ties Isaac up) 

Isaac: What? What are you doing, Dad? 

Abraham: It’s God’s will, son. I am so sorry.  

Isaac: No, no, Dad, don’t do this! 

Abraham: I love you, son. (Pulls out knife) 

Donkey (covers his eyes): I can’t watch this!! 

Isaac: Help! Help!  

(God enters) 

God: Abraham, stop!! 

Abraham: Thank the Lord! 

God: Do not lay a hand on the boy. Do not do anything 
to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have 
not withheld from me your son, your only son. 

(Abraham unties Isaac. They hug.) 

God: And because you have done this, I will bless you. I 
will bless you and all your descendants who come after 
you. All the nations on the earth will be blessed, because 
you have obeyed me. 

Isaac: Look, there’s a ram in the bushes over there! 

God: That will be your burnt offering instead. 

Abraham, Isaac, and Donkey: Thank the Lord!! 
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Kids’ Storytime 
 

Main Message 

Sacrifice is one way people honored God. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 

• Posters or pictures of great athletes 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Bring posters of great athletes. Talk about how these 
athletes came to be so good at their sports. Some of them 
were born with natural ability, but all of them had to work 
very hard. They had to sacrifice their free time for the sake 
of practice. They sacrificed time with family and other fun 
activities, but they did it because they believed the cost was 
worth the effort.  

Talk about that word, “sacrifice” and what it means in the 
context of the Old Testament reading. People sacrificed 
things that were precious to them as a way of honoring 
God. Usually it was animals. Sometimes people still 
practice by sacrificing luxuries during the season of Lent to 
focus more on God instead of our usual comforts. Do you 
think we need to do this for God to love us? Why do you 
think God asked Abraham to sacrifice his own son? 

 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

• Have the posters or pictures of athletes accessible.	
• Talk about sacrifice and how people sacrificed 

things that were precious to them as a way of 
honoring God.	

	

Reflection Questions 

• Do you think we need to make sacrifices for God 
to love us?	

• Why do you think God asked Abraham to 
sacrifice his son?	

	

Notes for Special Needs Kids 

This week’s story might disturb any of the kids. Assure 
them God would never ask anything like this of us, and 
that they are safe in God’s arms. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 

• Furry material 
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Planning Worksheet 
 

Preaching Themes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 

 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 
 

Text: Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17 

When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that 
he could not see, he called his elder son Esau and 

said to him, “My son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” 2He 
said, “See, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. 
3Now then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, 
and go out to the field, and hunt game for me. 4Then 
prepare for me savory food, such as I like, and bring it to 
me to eat, so that I may bless you before I die.”  
15Then Rebekah took the best garments of her elder son 
Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them on 
her younger son Jacob; 16and she put the skins of the kids 
on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 17Then 
she handed the savory food, and the bread that she had 
prepared, to her son Jacob. 
18So he went in to his father, and said, “My father”; and he 
said, “Here I am; who are you, my son?” 19Jacob said to his 
father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told 
me; now sit up and eat of my game, so that you may bless 
me.” 20But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have 
found it so quickly, my son?” He answered, “Because the 
Lord your God granted me success.” 21Then Isaac said to 
Jacob, “Come near, that I may feel you, my son, to know 
whether you are really my son Esau or not.” 22So Jacob 
went up to his father Isaac, who felt him and said, “The 
voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of 
Esau.” 23He did not recognize him, because his hands were 
hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed him. 
10Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11He came 
to a certain place and stayed there for the night, because 
the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he 
put it under his head and lay down in that place. 12And he 

dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the 
top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 13And the Lord stood 
beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham 
your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you 
lie I will give to you and to your offspring; 14and your 
offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall 
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north 
and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. 15Know that I am 
with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have 
done what I have promised you.” 
16Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the 
Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” 17And he 
was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is 
none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven.” 

 

Secondary Text: John 1:50-51 
50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I 
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 
these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you 
will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Beer-sheba: BEE-er-SHEE-buh 

Haran: HAY-ruhn 
 

  

27 
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Scripture Readings 
 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Isaac, Esau, Jacob, Lord 

Narrator: When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so 
that he could not see, he called his elder son Esau and said 
to him,  

Isaac: “My son”;  

Narrator: And he answered,  

Esau: “Here I am.”  

Narrator: He said,  

Isaac: “See, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. 
Now then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, 
and go out to the field, and hunt game for me. Then 
prepare for me savory food, such as I like, and bring it to 
me to eat, so that I may bless you before I die.”  

Narrator: Then Rebekah took the best garments of her 
elder son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put 
them on her younger son Jacob; and she put the skins of 
the kids on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 
Then she handed the savory food, and the bread that she 
had prepared, to her son Jacob. So he went in to his father, 
and said,  

Jacob: “My father”;  

Narrator: And he said,  

Isaac: “Here I am; who are you, my son?”  

Narrator: Jacob said to his father,  

Jacob: “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told 
me; now sit up and eat of my game, so that you may bless 
me.”  

Narrator: But Isaac said to his son,  

Isaac: “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my 
son?”  

Narrator: He answered,  

Jacob: “Because the Lord your God granted me success.”  

Narrator: Then Isaac said to Jacob,  

Isaac: “Come near, that I may feel you, my son, to know 
whether you are really my son Esau or not.”  

Narrator: So Jacob went up to his father Isaac, who felt 
him and said,  

Isaac: “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the 
hands of Esau.”  

Narrator: He did not recognize him, because his hands 
were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed 
him. Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He 
came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, 
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. 
And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the 
earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of 
God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord 
stood beside him and said,  

Lord: “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father 
and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give 
to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be 
like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to 
the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; 
and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and 
in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep 
you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; 
for I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you.” 

Narrator: Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said,  

Jacob: “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not 
know it!”  

Narrator: And he was afraid, and said,  

Jacob: “How awesome is this place! This is none other 
than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
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Theme and Prayers 
 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God’s blessing is not an abstract thought, 
it is a real, powerful, covenant solidified in 
relationship. 

On first reading, it may be hard to understand why 
Rebekah and Jacob would go to all the trouble to trick 
Esau out of Isaac’s blessing. Why not just ask Isaac for a 
blessing? Why risk the wrath of Esau for a nice thought 
and a prayer? 

However, the blessing was more than a thought and a 
prayer. God made a covenant with Abraham, which was 
handed on to Isaac, then to be passed on to Esau, the 
eldest son. As we learned last week, God’s blessing came 
with an enormous weight of responsibility. Abraham 
nearly killed his own son to earn God’s trust so that he 
might bear such a blessing. God’s covenant was not to be 
taken lightly. Esau, the eldest, was next in line to bear the 
blessing and the responsibility, and was likely to be 
groomed his entire life to carry it. Jacob, on the other 
hand, was not readied as such, but had perfected the craft 
of trickery. By tricking Isaac out of the blessing, Jacob 
became the bearer of the responsibility and the recipient of 
God’s promises. Indeed, we will learn later that Jacob was 
given the name Israel, “the one who prevails with God” – 
a name that remains to this day – and the line of 
descendants to inherit God’s promises. Jacob learned in a 
dream that he would be the one to carry the blessing. Later 
he would wrestle with an angel and become entangled in a 
relationship with God that would last generations. 

God’s blessing has been given, not only to Jacob and his 
family, but to us as well. What might it look like if we took 
God’s blessing as seriously as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? 
How might we become entangled in a relationship with 
God? How might we honor the enormity of the blessing 
and pass it on to all people? 

 

 

Scripture Summary 

With a little help from Mom (and some hairy goats), Jacob 
cheats his older brother out of his blessing. But is he 
prepared for the overwhelming responsibility that comes 
with the gifts of God? 

 

Call to Worship 

L: Surely the Lord is in this place! 

C: How awesome is the presence of the Lord! 

L: This is none other than the house of God. 

C: This is the gate of heaven! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Loving Creator, 

C: You have formed us, given us breath, and 
supplied our every need. And yet we are slow to 
recognize your blessings, quick to doubt and 
criticize, and eager to blame others for our own 
shortcomings. Forgive us when we fail to reflect 
the unconditional love of the One who made us. 
Have mercy on us and claim us once again as 
your own. Amen. 

L: The Lord hears our every cry and grants forgiveness 
when we repent. Receive the promise that cannot be 
taken away: you are a child of God, loved, pardoned, 
and blessed forever. In the name of Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
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Prayers 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Great God, you have offered us the richness of your 
blessings. Make us worthy to be the bearers of your life-
giving word to the world. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

We are the guardians, O Lord, of all that you have given 
us. Accept now these fruits of our labors which we bring 
to you, seeking your blessing, through the name of the 
One whose love knows all and covers all, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Dear Lord, you reach past all our trickery, our 
dishonesty, our ill-gotten gain, and insist upon being in 
close and inescapable communion with us. Take what 
we meant for our own self-promotion and use it to 
your own glory, turning us around to a new awareness 
of the tall task of being your followers. Persistent God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Indeed, we are like the dust of the earth, spread 
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north 
and to the south. May your children truly be 
instruments of your peace, that all the families of the 
earth might be blessed because of our witness. 
Persistent God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Reach out to those who feel disenfranchised, robbed 
of what they feel was rightfully theirs. Give them 
courage to stand for justice and reparation, and to also 
find a peace in you that no other could possibly give—
or take away. Persistent God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We are feeble at times, Lord. Our health fails. Our 
strength flags. We long for the blessing of your 
healing, and ask it especially on behalf of... Persistent 
God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As the descendants of Abraham and with all your 
saints in glory, we rejoice in the mercy which you 
show to your family on earth and in heaven. Keep us 
faithful until that day when we are brought face to face 
with you. Persistent God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: You have shown us wonders, and yet we shall see 
greater things yet. May our prayers rise to you and may 
we trust that you have mercifully heard the cries of our 
hearts. For the sake of Jesus our brother. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Rich foods are here, set out before us. Blessings await, to 
be granted to those who ask. May this bread and this cup 
feed us for the long journey ahead. Come now! It’s ready! 
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Litany 
 

L: Scripture is filled with stories of imperfect people. 

C: People who lie and cheat. People who hurt and kill. 

L: Selfish people. Greedy people.  

C: Why are some of these people so special in God’s 
story? 

L: Take Jacob, for example. 

C: Jacob, the heel grabber, desperate to be the twin 
born first. 

L: Jacob, the cheater, taking his brother’s birthright for a 
bowl of soup. 

C: Jacob, the liar, deceiving his own father to get the 
blessing that should have been his brother’s. 

L: But it is Jacob that God calls “Israel.” 

C: It is Jacob who sees heaven in a dream, who hears 
God’s voice. 

L: It is Jacob, the imperfect, who is blessed by a perfect 
God. 

C: God’s story is also our story today. 

L: We are, every one of us, imperfect people. 

C: Maybe we aren’t liars or cheaters or killers. 

L: Maybe our sins are different. But they are still sins. 

C: We still celebrate ourselves too much. We still 
neglect to care for others, too often. We still fall far, 
far short. 

L: But God calls us “Beloved.” 

C: We are the ones God blesses and gifts. 

L: We are, improbably, most special in God’s eyes. 

C: Scripture is filled with the stories of imperfect 
people used by God for great blessing. 

L: Let us read the stories of Jacob and so many others. 

C: And let us see ourselves in these flawed human 
beings. 

L: Let us remember that we are God’s special ones. 

C: And then let us try to live up to that great, great 
blessing. 

All: Amen! 
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Skit 
 

Characters: Announcer, Jake the Snake (the sneaky twin), 
Esau the Simple (the not-so-bright twin) 

 

Announcer: Welcome to “Dirty Deed Doers and the God 
Who Loves Them Anyway.” Today we present the story of 
Jacob and Esau.  

Jake: They call me Jake the Snake, because I’m sly and 
tricky. 

Esau: I thought it was because your skin is kind of slimy. 

Jake: No, no, I’m just clever and conniving. 

Esau: Ooooohhhh. Right. Uh, what’s conniving?  

Jake: Which is why they call you Esau the Simple. 

Esau: I thought it was because I’m simply great! 

Jake: Yeah, that’s it. You’re simply great.  

Esau: Thanks, bro! And thanks for the soup. You’re quite 
a cook! 

Jake: Don’t mention it. Thanks for the birthright! 

Esau: It was worth losing all my special privileges as first 
born just to taste that soup. What was the secret 
ingredient? 

Jake: Gullibility. 

Esau: Say what? 

Jake: Garlic. I said garlic. 

Esau: Well, I’m off to hunt some game for our dying 
father’s last meal! 

Jake: Then go! Time’s a wasting! Go, Esau the Simple! I’ll 
stay back here plotting some more nefarious activity! 

Esau: Sounds good. Have fun! Tell our dying father I’ll be 
back soon! 

Jake: Will do! (Esau exits, immediately returns) 

Esau: I’m back!  

Jake: Sorry, bud, but you’re too late. Dad has kicked the 
bucket. Bought the farm. Gone to that big tent in the sky. 

Esau: Huh? 

Jake: He died! But at least I tricked him into giving me 
your blessing before he croaked. 

Esau: Good thing! Wait, what? 

Jake: Don’t trouble your little head (and I do mean little).  

Esau: OK!  

Jake: To recap, I have your birthright and your blessing. 
You are left with… nothing. Too bad, sucker! 

Esau: But that’s not fair! I was born first!  

Jake: Fairness is way overrated! 

Esau: As soon as I figure this all out, I am going to be 
very, very angry! You’d better run for your life! 

Jake: OK, I’ll just take a leisurely stroll out of here. It’ll 
take you days to figure this out. 

Esau: Yeah, but when I do, watch out! (exits) 

Jake: Oh, I’m quaking in my boots! (to congregation) What a 
moron! (exits) 

Announcer: Will Esau the Simple figure this all out? Will 
Jake the Snake shed his dastardly ways? Will God step in 
and turn Jake’s life around? For the answers to these and 
other pressing questions, tune in for the next exciting 
episode of “Dirty Deed Doers and the God Who Loves 
Them Anyway.” 
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Kids’ Storytime 
 

Main Message 

God’s love was with Jacob, even though Jacob was far 
from perfect. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 

• Furry material 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Have fun acting out this story with the kids. Place fur or 
fake fur on your arms to show how Jacob covered his 
arms to be hairy like his brother. Make your voice sound 
different to show how Jacob tricked his father into 
thinking he was Esau.  

Talk about why Jacob wanted this blessing. The blessing 
was meant for the older son in the family. Many privileges 
came with receiving the blessing. That’s why Esau was so 
angry when Jacob stole it. He wanted to harm Jacob, so 
Jacob ran away. However, God still promised that he 
would be with Jacob forever. Why do you think God 
would do that when Jacob had lied and cheated to get the 
blessing of his father? 

 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

• Have the furry material accessible.	
• Have the kids act out parts of this Bible story to 

help bring it to life and then talk with the kids 
about Jacob’s actions.	

	

Reflection Questions 

• Why do you think God promised he would be 
with Jacob forever, even though Jacob had 
cheated his brother?	

• Do you think God forgives you even when you 
mess up big time?	

	

Notes for Special Needs Kids 

Children with sensory issues may either enjoy or detest 
furry material. Ask them if they want to participate. 

	

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 

• Chore chart 
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Planning Worksheet 
 

Preaching Themes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 

 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 

  



God’s Name Is Revealed, Exodus 2:23-25; 3:10-15; 4:10-17 
October 1, 2017 

Narrative Lectionary Program 1 2017-18 SAMPLE Worship Resources Copyright © 2017 Clergy Stuff Page 30 of 165 

Scripture Readings 
 

Text: Exodus 2:23-25; 3:10-15; 4:10-17 
23After a long time the king of Egypt died. The Israelites 
groaned under their slavery, and cried out. Out of the 
slavery their cry for help rose up to God. 24God heard 
their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25God looked upon the 
Israelites, and God took notice of them.  
10 “So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my 
people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to 
Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12He said, 
“I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it 
is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out 
of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” 13But 
Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to 
them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and 
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 
14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said 
further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has 
sent me to you.’” 15God also said to Moses, “Thus you 
shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your 
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name 
forever, and this my title for all generations.” 
10But Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I have never 
been eloquent, neither in the past nor even now that you 

have spoken to your servant; but I am slow of speech and 
slow of tongue.” 11Then the Lord said to him, “Who gives 
speech to mortals? Who makes them mute or deaf, seeing 
or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 12Now go, and I will be with 
your mouth and teach you what you are to speak.” 13But 
he said, “O my Lord, please send someone else.” 14Then 
the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he 
said, “What of your brother Aaron, the Levite? I know that 
he can speak fluently; even now he is coming out to meet 
you, and when he sees you his heart will be glad. 15You 
shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I 
will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and will teach 
you what you shall do. 16He indeed shall speak for you to 
the people; he shall serve as a mouth for you, and you shall 
serve as God for him. 17Take in your hand this staff, with 
which you shall perform the signs.” 

 

Secondary Text: John 8:58 
58Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, before 
Abraham was, I am.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Levite: LEE-vait 
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Scripture Readings 
 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, God, Moses 

Narrator: After a long time the king of Egypt died. The 
Israelites groaned under their slavery, and cried out. Out of 
the slavery their cry for help rose up to God. God heard 
their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God looked upon the 
Israelites, and God took notice of them.  

God: “So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my 
people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 

Narrator: But Moses said to God,  

Moses: “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring 
the Israelites out of Egypt?” 

Narrator: He said,  

God: “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you 
that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the 
people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this 
mountain.”  

Narrator: But Moses said to God,  

Moses: “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The 
God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask 
me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?”  

Narrator: God said to Moses,  

God: “I AM WHO I AM.”  

Narrator: He said further,  

God: “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent 
me to you.’”  

Narrator: God also said to Moses,  

God: “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the 
God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is 
my name forever, and this my title for all generations.” 

Narrator: But Moses said to the Lord,  

Moses: “O my Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither 
in the past nor even now that you have spoken to your 
servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.”  

Narrator: Then the Lord said to him,  

God: “Who gives speech to mortals? Who makes them 
mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now 
go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you 
are to speak.”  

Narrator: But he said,  

Moses: “O my Lord, please send someone else.”  

Narrator: Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Moses and he said,  

God: “What of your brother Aaron, the Levite? I know 
that he can speak fluently; even now he is coming out to 
meet you, and when he sees you his heart will be glad. You 
shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I 
will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and will teach 
you what you shall do. He indeed shall speak for you to 
the people; he shall serve as a mouth for you, and you shall 
serve as God for him. Take in your hand this staff, with 
which you shall perform the signs.” 
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Theme and Prayers 
 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God remembers, even when we forget. 

The Pharaoh ruling 400 years after the Pharaoh of Joseph’s 
time did not remember that Joseph had saved Egypt from 
a famine. He did not remember that Joseph had risen in 
the ranks to rule as Pharaoh’s second in command. He did 
not know that the Israelites were God’s chosen people. He 
did not know that his reign over God’s people would soon 
come to an end. 

The Egyptians had slowly and methodically enslaved the 
Israelites over a period of 400 years. The Israelites did not 
know that God had heard their cries. They had no idea 
their lives were about to change forever. They did not 
remember the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, or bring 
to mind what their God was about to accomplish. 

Moses had been born an Israelite and raised in the palaces 
of Pharaoh. Who better to become a champion for the 
people than one who shared blood with the oppressed, 
and the lifestyle (education, language, access) of the 
oppressors? Moses was perfectly positioned to lead the 
Israelites out of Egypt toward the land promised by God 
centuries before. He did not remember that God had 
made such a promise. 

But God remembered. Only God could have orchestrated 
such a convergence of events and people. The Exodus 
event was the first time God claimed an entire nation as 
God’s own. Until now, God had claimed individuals and 
families, but never an entire nation.  

How would God reintroduce God’s self to a broken and 
distrustful people? First, by showing them that God exists. 
This is not only a God of doing, but also a God of being. 
“I Am.” God exists, and that is a great start. 

Next, God reminded them of God’s promises to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This is not only a God of 
being, but also a God of doing. God is about to do a 
miraculous thing – free an entire nation of slaves and 
deliver on a promise over 400 years old. It’s a good thing 
God has a long memory. 

 

Scripture Summary 

The God of enslaved Israel is about to make good on an 
ancient promise, and has a special job for his servant 
Moses. This would-be hero, however, is less than 
enthusiastic. 

 

Call to Worship 

L: The God of our ancestors is faithful. 

C: The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

L: God has not forgotten the chosen people. 

C: Deliver us, O Lord, from the slavery of sin! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Loving Creator, 

C: You have formed us, given us breath, and 
supplied our every need. And yet we are slow to 
recognize your blessings, quick to doubt and 
criticize, and eager to blame others for our own 
shortcomings. Forgive us when we fail to reflect 
the unconditional love of the One who made us. 
Have mercy on us and claim us once again as 
your own. Amen. 

L: The Lord hears our every cry and grants forgiveness 
when we repent. Receive the promise that cannot be 
taken away: you are a child of God, loved, pardoned, 
and blessed forever. In the name of Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
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Prayers 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Holy God, your promises stand fast forever. Make us bold 
to trust where you lead, and put our unfailing hope in your 
faithfulness. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

All wise God, you have provided us with everything we 
could possibly need, even when we ourselves cannot see it. 
Take now these gifts, presented in faith to you, and use 
them for your mighty work in the entire world. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Dear Lord, we are not always willing when you call. 
We make excuses, downplay our gifts, deflect and 
dodge the responsibility you’ve placed in us. Help us 
past our doubts, misgivings, and lack of trust in your 
promises. Lead us boldly forth for the sake of your 
gospel. Faithful Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We are as much enslaved now as we have ever been, 
O Lord. Not by shackles or bars, but by our 
shortsighted greed and callous disregard of the 
vulnerable and powerless. Bring us to repentance and 
reconciliation with each other and with all your 
creation. Faithful Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As seasons change and uncertainty visits us daily, plant 
within us an assurance of your steadfast promise 
which has never forgotten us nor left us to flounder 
on our own. Faithful Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: O God you are who you are forever, and one word 
from you can bring about the healing of all. Visit us 
with your transformative spirit, and surround with 
your presence those whom we lift up before you, 
especially... Faithful Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We stand in a long line of servants who followed you 
without knowing exactly where you would lead them, 
but trusted nonetheless. Make us worthy to share their 
company, and bring us all at length to your eternal 
kingdom. Faithful Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Steadfast and loving God, gather these prayers we 
have offered, both aloud and silent, into your loving 
arms, for we know that you are faithful and will never 
abandon us. Through Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

You are indeed God for all generations. You have blessed 
us and continue to provide for our every need. May this 
bread and this cup be a reminder to us of your unfailing 
presence and provision for your servants. Come and share 
in the promises of God! 
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Litany 
 

L: We call God by name all the time now. 

C: We don’t think of the time when that was not true. 

L: We use God’s name when we pray. 

C: Sometimes we use it when we curse. 

L: And we assume that people know who we are talking 
about. 

C: God the Creator, the God of Israel.  

L: One God, not one of a hundred gods. 

C: One God. Our God. 

L: But that was not always true. 

C: Back then, it was common to worship many gods. 

L: When God spoke to Moses it was a revelation. 

C: God was not one of many. God was one of one. 

L: And God told Moses God’s name: 

C: I am who I am. 

L: The first and the last. 

C: But Moses was afraid to speak about this God to 
the people of Israel. 

L: Afraid to speak God’s name, afraid to share God’s 
message. 

C: Moses felt unworthy of this task, Moses the terrible 
public speaker. 

L: Better Moses’ eloquent brother Aaron. 

C: Better someone, anyone else. 

L: But God had chosen Moses, an unlikely spokesman. 

C: Once again God upended expectations, defied 
conventional wisdom. 

L: God gave Moses a name to share, and an identity to 
count on. 

C: I am Who I am. 

L: No other. 

C: Do we understand the power of God’s name today? 

L: Do we grasp the gift we have been given? 

C: The gift of knowing God, and being known by 
God. 

L: We are all Moses sometimes, feeling unworthy. 

C: Wishing someone else would step forward. 

L: But then we look around and see… 

C: It’s just God, and us. No one else. 

L: No one else to speak God’s name in the world. 

C: Just us. 

L: So maybe we are worthy after all. 

C: Because, after all, God finds us worthy. 

L: Let us share God’s message, all of us together. 

C: It’s a message as important today as it was in 
Moses’ time. 

L: We have a God, one God. And God wants to be in a 
relationship with us, God’s creation. 

All: Let us speak God’s name, boldly and in love. 
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Skit 
 

Characters: Pharaoh, Slave, Moses 

Pharaoh: Well, slave, how are those pyramids coming 
along? 

Slave: Master, it is backbreaking labor and we are working 
on empty stomachs. The sun is scorching and… 

Pharaoh: I’m sorry, did I ask you how you were feeling?  

Slave: No, master. 

Pharaoh: I couldn’t care less how you are feeling. You 
slave, me master, remember? 

Slave: Yes, Master. 

Pharaoh: Go back out there and finish that pyramid! And 
if you really do a good job, I will let you carve me a Sphinx 
too! 

Slave: Yippee. 

Pharaoh: What was that, slave? 

Slave: I meant, I’m excited to get back to work. Maybe, in 
ten or twelve hours, I could get a little break? 

Pharaoh: Of course! 

Slave: Thank you! 

Pharaoh: And on your break, you can prepare my meal, 
and fan me while I eat it! I may be Pharaoh, but I’m not 
completely heartless! 

Moses: Excuse me, Pharaoh? 

Pharaoh: Oh no, you again! Don’t tell me, Moses—your 
God has spoken to you again. You want me to free my 
slaves, right? 

Moses: Exactly! Now would be a great time! I can just 
round everybody up at the worksite and… 

Pharaoh: NO! I couldn’t care less about your God. I have 
no intention of ever freeing my slaves. Without my slaves, 
I would have to start doing things for myself. Don’t you 
see how ridiculous that would be? And besides, they 
worship the ground I walk on. Literally. 

Moses: But you see, I have spoken to your slaves. God 
sent me with a message for them, and a message for you. 
The time for freedom is at hand. 

Pharaoh: Freedom! Bah! Freedom’s just another word for 
nothing left to lose! 

Moses: That’s pretty catchy! 

Pharaoh: Thank you, I just made that up. 

Moses: We’re not alone. Our God is with us. 

Pharaoh: Oh yeah? Well, my gods are with me. I have 72 
personal deities, and of course I am also considered a god. 
I am so modest, though, that I rarely mention this. 

Moses: You will see soon enough, Pharaoh. God’s people 
will be free! 

Pharaoh: And who is going to lead them out of captivity? 
You and what army? 

Moses: No need for an army, with God at our side. 

Pharaoh: No army! That’s rich! You won’t get past the 
corner, much less out of Egypt. And you can go right back 
and tell that to your “God.” 

Moses: God hears you now. It will go easier for you if you 
free us now. 

Pharaoh: And what if I don’t? What will your god do? 
Send us plagues?  

Moses: How did you know? 

Pharaoh: What? I was kidding. Well, you’ve wasted 
enough of my time, Moses. (calls off) Slave! I want a slave in 
here pronto! Someone needs to scratch my feet! (exits) 

Moses: (sighs)  

Slave: (enters, looks around) Is he gone? 

Moses: For now, yes. 

Slave: Just wanted you to know. We’re all with you. Just 
let us know when and we’ll join you. 

Moses: I don’t know when myself. I hope it’s soon. 

Pharaoh: (from off) Slave!!! Slave!!! My tootsies are waiting!! 

(Moses and Slave shake their heads)  
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Kids’ Storytime 
 

Main Message 

God has called each of us to do something. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 

• Chore chart 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Bring a chore chart that helps families organize who does 
what chores each day. Talk about chores they do around 
the house. Do they ever make excuses to get out of doing 
their chores?  

In the Bible reading, God had a job for Moses to do. What 
was that job? And what excuses was Moses making? Why 
do you think God chose Moses? God has called each of us 
to do something. Often, we question if we have the right 
skills or even try to make up excuses for why we can’t 
complete certain tasks, but we must remember that just as 
God promised to be with Moses, God promises to be with 
us, too. 

 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

• Have the chore chart accessible.	
• Talk about chores kids do around the house.	

	

Reflection Questions 

• What excuses was Moses making for not doing 
what God had called him to do?	

• Why do you think God chose Moses?	

	

Notes for Special Needs Kids 

Nonverbal children may want to act out what they like to 
do. Be sure you give plenty of time for all the kids who 
want to share about chores they do around the house.	

	

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 

• A giant piece of poster board that reads, “Manna” 
on one side and “What is it?” on the other 
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Prayers written by Wendy Sherer. 

Creative Expressions written by Elise Seyfried. 

KidStuff Bulletins’ Stories and Kids’ Storytimes written by Ruth Hetland 

Praise Music by Jay Egenes. 

KidsStuff Bulletins by Daniel Maurer. 

Preaching Themes, Daily Devotions, God’s Story, Our Story, and Hymns by Kace Leetch. 

Original Music written and composed by Jerry Salter. 
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