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Scripture Readings 

Text: Genesis 2:4b-25 
4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth 
when they were created. 

In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens, 5 when no plant of the field was yet in the earth 
and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord 
God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there 
was no one to till the ground; 6 but a stream would rise 
from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground— 
7 then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and the man became a living being. 8 And the Lord God 
planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the 
man whom he had formed. 9 Out of the ground the Lord 
God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight 
and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the 
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

10 A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from 
there it divides and becomes four branches. 11 The name of 
the first is Pishon; it is the one that flows around the 
whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; 12 and the gold 
of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 
13 The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that 
flows around the whole land of Cush. 14 The name of the 
third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the 
fourth river is the Euphrates. 

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden 
of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 And the Lord God 
commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of 
the garden; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall die.” 

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” 
19 So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal 
of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to 
the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the 
man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The 
man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, 
and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was 
not found a helper as his partner. 21 So the Lord God 

caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; 
then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 
flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the 
man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 
23 Then the man said, 

“This at last is bone of my bones 
    and flesh of my flesh; 
this one shall be called Woman, 
    for out of Man this one was taken.” 

24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and 
clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 25 And the 
man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 

Secondary Text: Mark 1:16-20  
16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 
and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for 
they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow 
me and I will make you fish for people.” 18 And 
immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 As he 
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 
20 Immediately he called them; and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

Alternate Secondary Text: Mark 10:6-8  
6 “But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them 
male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8 and the two 
shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but 
one flesh.” 

Pronunciation Guide 
Pishon: PEE-shawn 
Havilah: HAV-uh-lah 
bdellium: DEL-ee-uhm 
onxy: AH-niks 
Gihon: GI-hon 
Cush: KUSH 
Tigris: TI-gris 
Assyria: uh-SIHR-ee-uh 
Euphrates: yoo-FRAY-teez  
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator 1, Narrator 2, Lord, Man 

Narrator 1: These are the generations of the heavens and 
the earth when they were created.  

Narrator 2: In the day that the Lord God made the earth 
and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet in the 
earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the 
Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and 
there was no one to till the ground; but a stream would rise 
from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground— 
then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and the man became a living being.  

Narrator 1: And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, 
in the east; and there he put the man whom he had 
formed. Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow 
every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, 
the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Narrator 2: A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, 
and from there it divides and becomes four branches. The 
name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that flows around 
the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; and the 
gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are 
there. The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one 
that flows around the whole land of Cush. The name of 
the third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And 
the fourth river is the Euphrates. 

Narrator 1: The Lord God took the man and put him in 
the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord God 
commanded the man,

Lord: “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 

Narrator 2: Then the Lord God said,  

Lord: “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper as his partner.”  

Narrator 1: So out of the ground the Lord God formed 
every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and 
brought them to the man to see what he would call them; 
and whatever the man called every living creature, that was 
its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the 
birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the 
man there was not found a helper as his partner. So the 
Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and 
he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its 
place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken 
from the man he made into a woman and brought her to 
the man. Then the man said, 

Man: “This at last is bone of my bones 
    and flesh of my flesh; 
this one shall be called Woman, 
    for out of Man this one was taken.” 

Narrator 2: Therefore a man leaves his father and his 
mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 
And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not 
ashamed. 
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Theme and Liturgy 
 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Humans were created to be in relationship 
with others. 

This is the second of the creation stories. Here, God has 
made a much rougher version of earth—in process, but 
not complete. (The earth was watered, for example, by 
steam rising from the ground rather than from rain.) In 
this story, God made humans first (before animals). Well, 
human anyway. God made Adam (in Hebrew, “to be red” 
like the ruddy complexion of a human) from the earth 
(also a play on words of the Hebrew “adamah,” meaning 
“earth”).  

While it seems Adam is enough for God, Adam himself 
seems to be missing something. First God tries to give him 
a companion in the animals, but their company is not 
enough. Finally, God makes a woman from the man’s rib 
and the man has a suitable companion. (“Helper,” by the 
way, is the same Hebrew word “ezer,” which is the same 
word used to describe God as a “helper” of the people.) 

The key focal point of this second creation story then, is 
not how or when God created plants and animals, but on 
God’s relationship with humanity. God places Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden with the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, and the tree of life. God tells them they 
have dominion over all things and can do anything except 
eat from the tree of knowledge. It may be a test or it might 
just be an arrangement necessary for creating the relational 
characteristics of trust, interdependence, obedience, and 
free will. 

Human beings are relational from the moment of their 
creation. Explore what it means to be a healthy, 
functioning, relational being in your context. 

For supplementary preaching resources, please visit our 
website access point. (Link: bit.ly/proclaim-it-nl)  

 

 

Scripture Summary 

God created a man from dust—from an earth that was yet 
incomplete. God created woman as a partner. From the 
first moment of creation we were created to be in 
relationship—with God and with others.  

 

Call to Worship 
L: We gather by the grace of God. 

C: The God of our creation! 

L: Who created us from love, for love. 

C: The God of our creation! 

L: Come, let us worship the Lord! 

C: The God of our creation! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

P: Creator God, 

C: We have given you so many reasons to grieve. We 
disrespect your creation. We long for personal 
glory, material riches and other things which 
don’t last. We mistreat ourselves and each other. 
We forget the power of your promises. We ask 
your forgiveness, counting on your never-failing 
mercy, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

P: God’s covenant is eternal and the promise is 
trustworthy: you are forgiven and belong to 
communion of saints forever. Rejoice and be glad. 
Amen. 

 

  

http://bit.ly/proclaim-it-nl
http://bit.ly/proclaim-it-nl
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

Creator God, 
You have given us every good thing on earth: all that we 
need to live, thrive and enjoy this life. Fill us with gratitude 
for the advantaged position in which we find ourselves, 
that we might use our powers in service toward you. In 
Jesus’ our savior’s name we pray, amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
All that we have and all that we are, O Lord, is given by 
and belongs to you. We offer ourselves and our lives as 
living testament to your goodness, and seek to live out 
your love on this earth which we inhabit. Accept these 
gifts we bring, an offering of ourselves to the one without 
whom we could not exist. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: O Lord, we are often more likely to see other people 
in our lives as a burden, a bother, or a curse, rather 
than the blessing you created them to be. Soften our 
hearts toward one another that we might accept both 
our own imperfections and theirs, enabling us to be 
vulnerable and compassionate with our fellow human 
beings. Creating God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: You made all the creatures of this earth, O God, as 
companions, helpers, and fellow dwellers of one 
marvelous planet. Bless all those who share their lives, 
time, and homes with beloved animals, that all might 
benefit from the unconditional bonds of love they 
enable. Creating God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Bless all grandparents this day, as well as all who 
mentor, care for, and love children. We thank you for 
the generosity, assistance and wisdom they provide to 
the next generation of parents. We also hold in prayer 
all who are estranged from grandparents or 
grandchildren, all whose dreams of becoming 
grandparents were never realized, and those of us who 
have lost grandparents and miss them. Creating God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We were not created to live in isolation, loving God, 
and yet so many feel the pain of loneliness, separation 
and division among people and relationships. Heal our 
rifts and help us lay aside grudges. Move us to reach 
out to the lonely and outcast. We pray for those with 
specific needs, whom we lift up to you, (especially…). 
Creating God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Even though they are not present with us in body, we 
are still joined forever to all those who have served 
you faithfully and gone before us. Bless the memory of 
your saints and hold a place for us in their heavenly 
fellowship. Creating God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: We entrust these things for which we pray to your 
faithful care and your promise to hear us always. 
Receive them in Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

As the grapes and grains which make this meal have come 
from earth, so we have also emerged according to our 
creator’s will. Now gather us in the company of our sisters 
and brothers to be fed, filled, and sent far and wide to 
proclaim your gospel to a world which needs it. Let us join 
in the feast! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

Higher voices: Bless the Lord our God, 

Lower voices: Who made us to be together! 

H: At first, there was nothing: 

L:  No plants and no animals. 

H:  The Lord formed a person 

L:  From out of the dust: 

H: A creature, 

L: A human, 

H: With breath and with life. 

L: Then planted a garden: 

H: A place for the human, 

L: With trees, food and fruit 

H: For people's delight. 

L: A rich land for tilling, 

H: And growing and harvesting. 

L: Good for survival, 

H: But the human was lonely, 

L: So, God made more creatures: 

H: The cattle and field-dwellers, 

L: Birds of the air, 

H: Each one with a name 

L: That the human invented. 

H: And yet not a one of them 

L: Made perfect company. 

H: Then God had a notion, 

L: A realization 

H: That one was too few, 

L: And there should be another. 

H: So one became two: 

L: One woman, 

H: One man. 

L: Alike,  

H: But still different. 

L: Formed from one bone, 

H: And one flesh, 

L: And one earth. 

H: Perfectly made 

L: And perfectly matched, 

H: To suit one another. 

L: And so, it was settled 

H: That people were fashioned, 

L: Alike, not identical, 

H: One for the other, 

L: And for all creation. 

H: No longer alone, 

L: No more to be lonely. 

H: But joined— 

L: And as partners. 

H: To love 

L: And be loved. 

H: To care for all creatures, 

L: The earth, 

H: And each other. 

L: To praise the creator 

H: Who made us for fellowship. 

L: Praise to our God! 

H: Who made all creation 

L: And made us a promise 

H: To not leave us lonely. 

L: Praise to our God: 

All: We are never alone! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Adam, God, Eve 

[Adam has just been created and together with God, 
realizes the need for a partner!] 

Adam: [gasping his first breath] Ueehh! 

God: Welcome to the world, young friend! 

Adam: [coughs and sputters, and then] Thanks. Who are 
you? 

God: I am God, your creator! I have made all that you see 
around you, and I thought it would be fun to make a 
person who could talk and think just like me! I’m so 
excited you are alive! 

Adam: Thanks, I guess! What do you call me? 

God: Hmm…that’s a good question. You were made from 
mud… 

Adam: [shocked] What? Mud?! That’s so gross! 

God: No, it’s not. Mud is beautiful and natural. Let’s name 
you after the word for earth—Adam! 

Adam: I guess it’s an ok name. Thanks for making me, 
God! 

God: You’re welcome, Adam! 

Adam: So, what do I do? 

God: You can cultivate plants. 

Adam: Ok… 

God: Or you could go play with the animals! 

Adam: Animals sound fun! Do they talk and think like 
me? 

God: Well, no they don’t, Adam. 

Adam: Oh…so I just have you to talk to? 

God: As long as I’m not busy taking care of my Godly 
business… 

Adam: Oh. So, I’m just here all alone? No other people 
like me? I suppose I can just play with the plants and talk 
to the animals. Not that they’d talk back to me. 

God: You’re really sad to be alone, aren’t you? 

Adam: Wouldn’t you be? 

God: Yes. That’s the reason I made humans, after all. Ok, 
what about this? I can make you a partner to live with and 
make a life with. How does that sound? 

Adam: It sounds awesome! Can I help make this partner? 

God: I think you can! [God puts God’s hand on Adam to 
make him fall asleep. God pantomimes taking a rib and 
making a second person. Eve shows up at the end of this.] 

Eve: What is happening? 

God: What about that! Another person made from the rib 
of my mud human!! 

Adam: [groggily] What did you do, God?? 

God: I made you a partner! Adam, meet Eve. I assembled 
her from your rib. I put you to sleep so you wouldn’t feel a 
thing. 

Adam: Well that’s just nuts. Where are my manners? 
Hello, Eve, it’s nice to meet you. 

Eve: It’s nice to meet you! Can you tell me what’s going 
on here? I just popped into being, and I don’t have a clue 
what’s going on. 

Adam: Well, my name is Adam. This is God. God created 
us and everything. You and I are people. We can talk and 
think, and I think that means we are in charge of taking 
care of the animals and plants that are here in this garden. 

Eve: Wow. That’s a lot of information all at once. But you 
seem nice. I’m glad if I’m going to be here that I am here 
with you! 

Adam: I’m glad that you are here, too. Thanks, God for 
such a good partner! 

God: It’s my pleasure! 
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Kids’ Storytime 
 

Main Message 

God made people to be in relationships. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Pictures of a trip or vacation you took 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
While many people like to use this text to insist that 
ONLY men and women can be in a marriage, we can see 
that there is an even deeper message to this text. God built 
humans to be in relationship. Not only with life partners, 
but with families, friends, and all those we encounter. Help 
kids see the value of the people in their lives. God gives us 
people to love and to love us in return! 

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

Activity 
Show kids pictures of a trip or cool thing that you have 
done. 

If you took the trip with others, talk about how you shared 
experiences with them. Whenever you saw something 
interesting, did you share? 

When you got home again, talk about who you shared the 
story with and how that sharing made your experience 
even better. 

God created the first human and knew that they needed 
other people to share all the experiences of life with. We 
have that in our lives too—friends at church, people who 
love us, and God! 

 

Reflection Questions 

• What makes being with other people awesome? 
Who would you like to travel with?  

• What is your favorite activity to share with others? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
Some children struggle with social interactions. Try not to 
make it normative that we all like spending time with 
others. For some, it’s a lot of work! But even if it’s work to 
interact with others, there are people that love each of us 
as we are. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Baby name book/app 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7  
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of 
Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the 

heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men 
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the 
tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the 
ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do 
not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, 
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 
5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you 
have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have 
said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and 
said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, 
knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd, and 
took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, 
who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and milk 
and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; 
and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he 
said, “There, in the tent.” 10 Then one said, “I will surely 
return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have 
a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind 
him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; 
it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 
12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown 
old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13 The 
Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, 
‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is 

anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will 
return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 
15 But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was 
afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.” 

The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the 
Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. 2 Sarah 

conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the 
time of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham gave 
the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. 4 And 
Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 
days old, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a 
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 
6 Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me; 
everyone who hears will laugh with me.” 7 And she said, 
“Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would 
nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 

 

Secondary Text: Mark 10:27  
27 Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is 
impossible, but not for God; for God all things are 
possible.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Mamre: MAM-ree 
 

  

18 
21 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Abraham, Visitors, Sarah, Lord 

Narrator: The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of 
Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of 
the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near 
him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to 
meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said,  

Abraham: “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass 
by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash 
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring 
a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after 
that you may pass on—since you have come to your 
servant.”  

Narrator: So they said,  

Visitors: “Do as you have said.”  

Narrator: And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, 
and said,  

Abraham: “Make ready quickly three measures of choice 
flour, knead it, and make cakes.”  

Narrator: Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, 
tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened 
to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf 
that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood 
by them under the tree while they ate. They said to him,  

Visitors: “Where is your wife Sarah?”  

Narrator: And he said,  

Abraham: “There, in the tent.”  

Narrator: Then one said,  

Visitors: “I will surely return to you in due season, and 
your wife Sarah shall have a son.”  

Narrator: And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance 
behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced 
in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of 
women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying,  

Sarah: “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, 
shall I have pleasure?”  

Narrator: The Lord said to Abraham,  

Lord: “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a 
child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too wonderful for 
the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due 
season, and Sarah shall have a son.”  

Narrator: But Sarah denied, saying,  

Sarah: “I did not laugh”;  

Narrator: for she was afraid. He said,  

Lord: “Oh yes, you did laugh.” 

Narrator: The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and 
the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah 
conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the 
time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham gave the 
name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. And 
Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 
days old, as God had commanded him. Abraham was a 
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 
Now Sarah said,  

Sarah: “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who 
hears will laugh with me.”  

Narrator: And she said,  

Sarah: “Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah 
would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his 
old age.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 
 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God’s idea for life is one filled with joy 
and laughter. 

Pure, deep-seated joy. That’s what this story expresses 
from beginning to end. 

Abraham and Sarah had not had a perfect life to this point. 
They were wanderers without a home, often plagued by 
enemies seeking to kill Abraham and steal Sarah (Genesis 
12:11-13; 20:1-2). They remained childless despite God’s 
promise to make Abraham and Sarah parents of a mighty 
nation (Genesis 22:17). 

Despite it all, Abraham still owns a joy that runs deep. It is 
only with this kind of faith in God and joy of life that 
causes a person to go so far out of their way for a stranger. 
When three strangers traveled by, Abraham went above 
and beyond to welcome them. (Israel has a long history of 
hospitality, with this story being one of the pillars of its 
tradition.)  

When the strangers proclaim that Sarah will have a baby, 
the joy widens, including Sarah. Her initial joy at the news 
is more like glee at the sheer ridiculousness of their 
proclamation. She didn’t believe them, and it made her 
laugh. When called out for laughing, of course, she denied 
it, but the Lord was on to her, “Oh, yes you did laugh.” (I 
can almost hear the exchange—“Oh no, I didn’t.” “Oh, 
yes you did.”!) 

But wouldn’t you know, they were telling the truth! Sarah 
did have a son, and she named him, “Isaac,” which means 
“he laughs.” I wonder—they may have been referring to 
God laughing! 

Often people turn moral, upright (Christian?) living into a 
chore—serious and somber. But clearly God’s story 
includes a lot of joy and laughter. Joy of living. Laughter at 
the absurd. Laughter at the ridiculous, miraculous things 
God can do. Sometime life is somber. But it also can be 
wonderful, weird, unexpected, and delightful. God 
intended for our lives to be filled with joy. 

For supplementary preaching resources, please visit our 
website access point. (Link: bit.ly/proclaim-it-nl) 

 

Scripture Summary 

Abraham and Sarah had no idea on this day that God 
would send a message that would get them laughing—that 
in their old age, they would have a baby! 

 

Call to Worship 
L: Come, worship the Lord: 

C: The bringer of laughter, 

L: The keeper of promises, 

C: Promise of ages, 

L: Who knows of no limits 

C: And gladdens forever! 

L: Come, worship the Lord: 

C: The bringer of laughter! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

P: Creator God, 

C: We have given you so many reasons to grieve. We 
disrespect your creation. We long for personal 
glory, material riches and other things which 
don’t last. We mistreat ourselves and each other. 
We forget the power of your promises. We ask 
your forgiveness, counting on your never-failing 
mercy, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

P: God’s covenant is eternal and the promise is 
trustworthy: you are forgiven and belong to 
communion of saints forever. Rejoice and be glad. 
Amen. 

  

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/jewish-hospitality/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/jewish-hospitality/
http://bit.ly/proclaim-it-nl
http://bit.ly/proclaim-it-nl
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

Joyous God,  
You made Sarah laugh at your outrageous promises, and 
you delivered exactly as you said. Lighten our hearts with 
anticipation of what you are doing in our lives, and open 
us to possibilities far beyond what we ourselves could ever 
imagine. In Jesus' name we pray, amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
When we truly give ourselves over to you, O Lord, we 
allow your wondrous seeds to take root. Receive these gifts 
that we offer now before you, and receive also our whole 
lives, placed into your hands and entrusted to you, who 
keep all your promises and never cease to surprise us. In 
the name of our savior, amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

 need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Teach us to marvel at the things we cannot 
understand, O God, and give us joy at the magnitude 
of blessings you have bestowed upon us, your 
children. Open our eyes to see in new ways.  Lord of 
laughter,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: From the laughter of birds and creatures to the 
exuberance of streams and waterfalls, all of creation 
reflects the joy of the one who made it. Gladden us 
with the wonders of your world, that we might be 
moved to protect and preserve it in the best way we 
can. Lord of laughter,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: At all those times when we are tempted to take 
ourselves too seriously, prod us out of our dullness 
and surprise us with splashes of color and variety. May 
we, your joyful children, be the spreaders of mirth and 
cheer in a world which needs the hope of your gospel 
promises. Lord of laughter,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Heal and strengthen us with your precious gift of 
laughter, even when we can see no logical reason for 
it. Pierce the thick veil of grief, gladden us with 
unexpected kindness, and cause us to bring a smile to 
the face of another, particularly when life feels heavy. 
We pray for your healing spirit, (especially for…) Lord of 
laughter,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Your saints, O God, are people of joy as well as 
faithfulness. Surely they, of all people, can inspire us to 
find hope and cheer in following you, especially 
knowing the eternal life which awaits us, one in which 
you always have the last laugh over death. Lord of 
laughter,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Hold us in hope, O God, of the fulfillment of all that 
you have promised. Receive these prayers and equip us 
to follow in the way which you have set before us. We 
pray in the name of Jesus, amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

With you, O Lord, all things are possible. Feed us now on 
the bread of promise and the cup of fulfillment, that we 
might joyfully proclaim your goodness to a waiting world. 
Come and see that God’s word is true! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: When we say, 

C: Impossible! 

L: God says, 

C: It’s possible! 

L: Like Abraham, wandering far from his home 

C: And Sarah, with him, in the desert alone. 

L: When we say, 

C: Impossible! 

L: God says, 

C: It’s possible! 

L: Like numbered descendants 

C: As many as stars. 

L: When we say, 

C: Impossible! 

L: God says, 

C: It’s possible! 

L: Like an elderly couple 

C: Conceiving a child. 

L: When we say, 

C: Impossible! 

L: God says, 

C: It’s possible! 

L: Like fighting off giants, 

C: Or taming wild lions. 

L: When we say, 

C: Impossible! 

L: God says, 

C: It’s possible! 

L: Like escaping from slavery 

C: And surviving the wilderness. 

L: When we say, 

C: Impossible! 

L: God says, 

C: It’s possible! 

L: A frightened young woman 

C: Receiving the spirit 

L: And bearing a baby 

C: To save all the nations. 

L: When we say, 

C: Impossible! 

L: God says, 

C: It’s possible! 

L: Take heart, all you weary 

C:  For it’s not impossible! 

L: With God as your power 

C: No thing is impossible! 

L: Rejoice and be happy 

C: That all things are possible! 

L: All things 

C: Are possible! 

All: With God! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Narrator, Abraham, 3 guests, Sarah 

Props: All are optional, except the baby doll. 

• Baby doll stashed somewhere 
• 3 chairs and a footstool or 4 chairs 
• Name tags on a string 
• String 
• Stuffed animal cow or large image of a cow 
• 3 bowls 
• Baking dish 
• Oven mitts  
• Serving spoon 
• Large thought-cloud with a large question mark 

mounted on a stick 
• Large speech bubble with “Ha Ha!” mounted on a 

stick 
• Sticks 
• Cue card #1: Won’t you stay for a while? 
• Cue card #2: Abraham, where’s your wife? 
• Cue card #3: Over there. I think she’s probably 

listening in. 
• Cue card #4: We’ll be back in a year! 
• Cue card #5: See you then! 
• Cue card #6: And your wife will have a son! 
• Cue card #7: What’s she laughing about? 
• Cue card #8: Is anything too difficult for the Lord? 
• Cue card #9: When I come back, Sarah will have a 

son. 
Preparation: This is designed as a pop-up skit which 
doesn’t require any advance preparation by actors beyond 
Narrator. If you use volunteers, prepare the cue cards in 
advance. 

Throughout, Narrator will function as a stage director, 
encouraging people through their role, shepherding them 
across the chancel/stage as needed. The tone is 
intentionally comedic. If the volunteers don’t follow what 
they need to do to play along, give them assistance by 
playing it broadly—gesture, move to where they are and 
help them up/down, etc. 

Optional: If the congregation is cautious about 
volunteering, arrange for volunteers in advance. 
Otherwise, let the Spirit move during worship! If you want 
to do it more conventionally, you can run through the skit 
with your volunteers and dispense with the cue cards. This 
also works well as an interactive children’s moment. 

Optional: Arrange the props in an accessible place. 
Position the casserole on the communion table or altar if 
your tradition allows. 

Narrator: I will need some technical assistance in offering 
this morning’s reading. Who can be our Abraham?  

[Solicit volunteer and invite them to come up. As they 
come forward, bestow upon them the appropriate name 
tag, with great ceremony. Seat Abraham on the chair.] 

Narrator: And Sarah?  

[Solicit volunteer and invite them to come up. As they 
come forward, bestow upon them the appropriate name 
tag, with great ceremony. Place Sarah standing some steps 
away.] 

Narrator: We will also need three very special guests.  

[Continue to solicit volunteers. Consider having them be 
from the older generation of the church, and give them 
honored seats in the front row.] 

Narrator: [to volunteers] The good news is that you do 
not need to memorize your lines. As long as you can 
follow some very assertive stage direction, you have the 
skills to do this.  

Narrator: [to congregation] The Lord appeared to 
Abraham at the oaks of Mamre while he sat at the entrance 
of his tent in the day’s heat.  

Narrator: [encouraging Abraham to play along] Abraham, 
is it hot today?  

Abraham: Oh, yes! [or other ad-lib] 

Narrator: [to congregation] Suddenly, Abraham noticed 
three visitors standing near him— [beckons to the three 
guests, taking their hand if needed to bring them close to 
Abraham] —leapt up to greet them, and bowed deeply. 
[make eyes/gestures at Abraham if he doesn’t play along] 
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Abraham: [gets up and bows] 

Narrator: He said, [hand Abraham cue card #1 to read] 

Abraham: Won’t you stay for a while?  

Narrator: And so, they took a seat [gesture] and waited 
while Abraham hurried off to see what Sarah could find 
for an unexpected crowd. [take Abraham over to Sarah] 

Narrator: Anything in the cupboard, Sarah?  

Sarah: [shakes head “no”] 

Narrator: Abraham, perhaps you should go out to the 
herds and come back with something she can cook up. 
[point Abraham toward the cow, and hand the 3 Guests a 
bowl] 

Abraham: [return with the cow]  

Narrator: Sarah, being good with a casserole, soon sent 
him off to the guests. [have Sarah and Abraham trade cow 
for casserole and oven mitts] 

Abraham: [carry casserole to the guests] 

Narrator: [hand cue card #2 to one of the Guests] 

Guest: Abraham, where’s your wife? 

Narrator: [hand cue card #3 to Abraham] 

Abraham: Over there. I think she’s probably listening in. 

Narrator: Finishing up and preparing to leave, they 
offered a bit of surprising news. [hand cue cards #4, 5, 6 
to the 3 Guests] 

Guest 1: We’ll be back in a year! 

Guest 2: See you then! 

Guest 3: And your wife will have a son! 

Narrator: [hand the question mark thought cloud to 
Abraham or raise it over his head.] Which pretty much 
stopped poor Abraham in his tracks, since they were well 
beyond their child-bearing years. Of course, Sarah had 
been listening this whole time. She thought the whole 
thing was pretty funny. [hand the Ha Ha! speech bubble to 
Sarah or raise it over her head].  

Narrator: Their guests said, [hand cue cards # 7, 8, 9 to 3 
Guests] 

Guest 1: What’s she laughing about?  

Guest 2: Is anything too difficult for the Lord? 

Guest 3: When I come back, Sarah will have a son.  

Narrator: Sarah lied and said she didn’t laugh. But we all 
know the truth. She laughed her head off! What a 
ridiculous proposition.  

Narrator: [invite applause and send the 3 Guests back to 
their seats] Let’s have a hand for our 3 Guests. 

Narrator: Abraham and Sarah, you don’t get to go yet. 
Just as promised, Sarah became pregnant and gave birth to 
a son. It happened at the very time God had told them. 
[hand Abraham and Sarah the doll and position them in a 
tableau] 

Narrator: Abraham named his son Isaac, and had him 
circumcised according to God’s command, when Abraham 
was 100 years and Isaac was eight days old. Sarah, 
meanwhile, kept laughing.  

Sarah: [raise the Ha Ha! speech bubble again] 

Narrator: God had given her laughter. Who would have 
thought it? At her advanced age? At his? But truly, nothing 
is impossible with God. Amen? 

Congregation: Amen. 
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Kids’ Storytime 
 

Main Message 

God invites us to celebrate joy in our lives! 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Baby name book/app 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Abraham and Sarah were promised many children, yet they 
grew old without any babies. When they were told a son 
was on the way, Sarah laughed. Most of us would be 
surprised enough to laugh, too. God didn’t punish her for 
it. They even celebrated that moment by naming their 
child Isaac, which means laughter! 

Sometimes our blessings may seem laughable, but lucky 
for us, we have a God that celebrates joy and humor! 

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

Activity 
Tell the story of Sarah laughing when she heard that she 
was going to have a baby. Tell kids the baby was named 
Isaac, but don’t give away the meaning just yet. 

Hold up your baby name book or app. Talk about what 
goes in to picking a name for a baby and ask if kids know 
what their names mean. 

Open/search “Isaac”. Find that the meaning of “Isaac” is 
“laughter”. Talk about how the baby name shows the joy 
and humor Sarah had in realizing she’d have a baby at such 
an old age. 

Babies are often a great joy to their families and their 
names were picked out with such love. Each child is a 
reminder of the joy we are gifted from God! 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Do you know what your name means? Do you 
know why it was chosen for you? 

• Is it ok to laugh at God? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
Some parents might not have felt joy when their children 
were born. Be sure to talk about not just parents’ joy, but 
the joy of God and of all the people who celebrate that 
these young people are with us today! 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A broken toy 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Genesis 32:[9-13] 22-30  
[9 And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and 
God of my father Isaac, O Lord who said to me, ‘Return 
to your country and to your kindred, and I will do you 
good,’ 10 I am not worthy of the least of all the steadfast 
love and all the faithfulness that you have shown to your 
servant, for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan; and 
now I have become two companies. 11 Deliver me, please, 
from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau, for I 
am afraid of him; he may come and kill us all, the mothers 
with the children. 12 Yet you have said, ‘I will surely do you 
good, and make your offspring as the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be counted because of their number.’” 

13 So he spent that night there, and from what he had with 
him he took a present for his brother Esau.] 

22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his 
two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of 
the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was 
left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 
25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, 
he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put 
out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let 
me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not 
let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, 
“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the 

man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, 
for you have striven with God and with humans, and have 
prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your 
name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” 
And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place 
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet 
my life is preserved.” 

 

Secondary Text: Mark 14:32-36  
32 They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to 
his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 He took with him 
Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and 
agitated. 34 And he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even 
to death; remain here, and keep awake.” 35 And going a 
little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed 
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 
36 He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; 
remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what 
you want.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Jabbock: JAB-uhk 
Peniel: PEHN-ih-ehl 
Gethsemane: geth-SEM-uh-nee 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Jacob, Man 

[Narrator: And Jacob said,  

Jacob: “O God of my father Abraham and God of my 
father Isaac, O Lord who said to me, ‘Return to your 
country and to your kindred, and I will do you good,’ I am 
not worthy of the least of all the steadfast love and all the 
faithfulness that you have shown to your servant, for with 
only my staff I crossed this Jordan; and now I have 
become two companies. Deliver me, please, from the hand 
of my brother, from the hand of Esau, for I am afraid of 
him; he may come and kill us all, the mothers with the 
children. Yet you have said, ‘I will surely do you good, and 
make your offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot 
be counted because of their number.’” 

Narrator: So he spent that night there, and from what he 
had with him he took a present for his brother Esau.] 

Narrator: The same night he got up and took his two 
wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed 
the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them 
across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 
Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until 
daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail 
against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s 
hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he 
said,  

Man: “Let me go, for the day is breaking.”  

Narrator: But Jacob said,  

Jacob: “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.”  

Narrator: So he said to him,  

Man: “What is your name?”  

Narrator: And he said,  

Jacob: “Jacob.”  

Narrator: Then the man said,  

Man: “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for 
you have striven with God and with humans, and have 
prevailed.”  

Narrator: Then Jacob asked him,  

Jacob: “Please tell me your name.”  

Narrator: But he said,  

Man: “Why is it that you ask my name?”  

Narrator: And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the 
place Peniel, saying,  

Jacob: “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life 
is preserved.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 
 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Sometimes it’s ok to fight with God, and 
sometimes we may prevail. 

Jacob is still one more story that proves God works with 
people who are neither wholly good nor wholly bad. Jacob 
is clearly a man of faith—he attributes his wealth and 
happiness to God, even asking God to preserve them for 
him. At the same time, this is the man who tricked his 
brother out of his birthright and tricked his father for his 
brother’s blessing (Genesis 25:29-34; 27:18-29). 

On this night, Jacob was intending to return home to face 
his brother. He had been gone for decades—would Esau 
forgive him or kill him? He set out to be alone in 
preparation for the events of tomorrow. There he 
encountered a man (angel?) who he wrestled with ‘til 
daybreak. We don’t know exactly who this is or how Jacob 
knows it’s a messenger from God. We do know Jacob 
believed that a blessing from this man would help protect 
him from Esau, or at worst, grant him favor in God’s eyes. 
He prevailed, and the man/angel blessed him, giving him a 
new name, “Israel.”  

Israel’s new name suggests that striving “with God and 
with humans” is something we all will face, probably many 
times in our lives. We might feel guilty for being angry 
with God sometimes, but Jacob was not cursed for 
fighting with God, he was rewarded for his persistence 
with a blessing. Maybe God’s ok with us fighting with 
God. Maybe that’s how we get through the tough times. 
Maybe it’s how we grow to become new people with new 
blessings and new perspectives. We might get bruised 
along the way, but life is going to bruise us anyway. Maybe 
fighting with God is just another way we can communicate 
with God—perhaps God would prefer fighting to silence. 
Go ahead, have it out with God—God can take it, and so 
can you. 

For supplementary preaching resources, please visit our 
website access point. (Link: bit.ly/proclaim-it-nl) 

 

 

Scripture Summary 

Jacob was on the eve of a bittersweet and precarious 
reunion with his estranged brother. Maybe wrestling with 
God might result in a blessing and perspective he’ll need. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: When we fear the future, 

C: Faithful God, deliver us! 

L: When our fate seems uncertain, 

C: Faithful God, deliver us! 

L: When a new day brings dread, not promise, 

C: Faithful God, deliver us! 

L: You can do anything through us, 

C: Faithful God, deliver us! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

P: Creator God, 

C: We have given you so many reasons to grieve. We 
disrespect your creation. We long for personal 
glory, material riches and other things which 
don’t last. We mistreat ourselves and each other. 
We forget the power of your promises. We ask 
your forgiveness, counting on your never-failing 
mercy, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

P: God’s covenant is eternal and the promise is 
trustworthy: you are forgiven and belong to 
communion of saints forever. Rejoice and be glad. 
Amen. 

 

 

  

http://bit.ly/proclaim-it-nl
http://bit.ly/proclaim-it-nl
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

Dear Lord,  
We often struggle in our lives and in our faith. Assure us 
that you will never let us go, and teach us to long for the 
blessings which result from seeing challenges through. In 
the name of your son, amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
You have promised good things to your people, O God, 
even when they aren’t readily visible to us. Take these gifts 
which we offer in faith, and bless them for use in your vast 
kingdom on earth, for the sake of Jesus our savior, amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Our life as disciples is not always an easy one. 
Strengthen us by your Spirit to face the obstacles we 
encounter and to find encouragement in following the 
example of those who’ve gone before us. Steadfast 
God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The future of this planet is at the mercy of those who 
have been entrusted with its care—your faithful 
children. Unite our will and redouble our efforts to 
preserve all that you have created good. Steadfast 
God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We pray for those who struggle with their everyday 
tasks: schoolchildren with difficulty learning or making 
friends, workers in grueling jobs which don’t make 

ends meet, those suffering with chronic pain or facing 
other insurmountable hurdles. Be the hope of the 
hopeless, and make us ever more vigilant to improve 
the lives of those within our influence. Steadfast God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Jacob was injured by his struggle, but was not defeated 
by it. Encourage those who bear the scars of struggle 
and suffering, but who don’t have to be defined by 
their history. Send your Spirit of hope and healing to 
all those who need it, (especially…). Steadfast God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: When we consider the struggle of your saints, our own 
troubles may seem minor by contrast. Nevertheless, 
draw us all together as your children, that we might 
know life abundant on earth, and life eternal in your 
kingdom. Steadfast God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Hear all our prayers, O Lord: those which we ask this 
day and those which we dare not speak aloud. May we 
so trust in you that we never fear to ask anything, and 
never doubt that it is your will to listen and to answer. 
In the name of Christ, amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

You have promised us a life of blessing, O God, but not 
one without hardship. Feed us now with this meal of the 
Spirit, that our hopes might be renewed and our bodies 
refreshed to serve you once more. Come and eat at your 
master’s table! 

 

 

  



September 22, 2019 
Jacob Wrestles God, Genesis 32:[9-13] 22-30  

Narrative Lectionary Program 1 2019-20 Worship Resources Copyright © 2019 Clergy Stuff Page 28 of 186 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 1, 2019-20 

 

Liturgy 

Litany 

Left side: Trust in the Lord 

Right side: With all your might. 

L: Trust in God 

R: With all your strength. 

L: God is faithful; 

R: God is good. 

L: And yet we struggle, 

R: Yet we fight. 

L: Yet we feel ignored, 

R: And mocked, 

L: Excluded 

R: And judged. 

L: The nations fight, 

R: And children die. 

L: Wars continue, 

R: Lands destroyed, 

L: The earth is damaged, 

R: Crying for healing, 

L: The greedy prevail; 

R: Ambitions fail. 

L: We cry to God, 

R: In all our pain. 

L: We long for God 

R: To bless the earth. 

L: We pray for healing, 

R: For those who suffer. 

L: We cannot see 

R: An end to strife. 

L: Yet God is good. 

R: We cannot see it. 

L: God is good. 

R: But where is hope? 

L: The hope is buried, 

R: Hidden, absent, 

L: Buried within us, 

R: Our eyes are blind. 

L: We carry the seed, 

R: What seed is this? 

L: The seed of hope, 

R: But where is hope? 

L: Within our hearts, 

R: Our broken hearts? 

L: Our wounded, hopeful hearts. 

R: And what of God? 

L: God is faithful. 

R: When we doubt? 

L: In every struggle. 

R: God is there? 

L: With us forever. 

R: Praise to God! 

L: Trust in the Lord 

R:  With all your might. 

L: Trust in God 

R: With all your strength. 

L: God is faithful! 

R: God is good! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Pastor Lindsey, Sonora 

[Sonora approaches Pastor Lindsey in her study] 

Pastor Lindsey: Oh, hey Sonora! What brings you to visit 
today? 

Sonora: I have a question for you, Pastor Lindsey. But I 
don’t want to bother you. 

Pastor Lindsey: You aren’t a bother! I’m a pastor, I’ve 
always got time to listen! 

Sonora: Ok. Well, I think I might be feeling a call to 
ministry. 

Pastor Lindsey: Ok. 

Sonora: That’s it? 

Pastor Lindsey: What do you mean that’s it? 

Sonora: Everyone else has had such a strong reaction to 
that statement. My mom was excited, my friends are 
confused, but all you said was ok. Why is that? 

Pastor Lindsey: I’m not sure. Maybe the way you said it. 
It didn’t sound like a, “yay I’m going into ministry, let’s 
celebrate!” kind of statement, but more like a, “I’m really 
wrestling with this idea,” kind of a statement. 

Sonora: Wow. That’s exactly it. I really do feel like I’m 
wrestling with this. 

Pastor Lindsey: I know what you mean. 

Sonora: Oh, come on. You’re such a great pastor. There’s 
no way it was a question for you. 

Pastor Lindsey: Oh, Sonora, it really was! You didn’t 
know me before I got my call here at this church, but I 
struggled with the idea that I could be a pastor. 

Sonora: Wow, I didn’t know that.  

Pastor Lindsey: Well, I’m on the other side of the 
struggle, obviously, but there were so many questions. 
How would a life in ministry work? Fighting with family 
who thought that women shouldn’t be in ministry didn’t 
help. 

Sonora: Really? That seems nuts. 

Pastor Lindsey: Looking back, it does. While I was 
wondering if God was really calling me, having people 
doubt me didn’t really help me out. A lot of my seminary 
friends had similar experiences. People told them they 
were too young or too old, too dumb or too academic. 
There are lots of reasons people struggle with their call. 

Sonora: How did you get through it? 

Pastor Lindsey: I found people to talk to. I asked 
questions. I did the wrestling with God and this call by 
naming all my worries and wonderings and finding people 
who could listen well—not just try to convince me of what 
they thought. Because in the end, it didn’t matter what 
they thought as much as what God thought. 

Sonora: I feel like I know what God thinks about my call. 

Pastor Lindsey: And? 

Sonora: And I really don’t want it to be what I do. I am 
afraid that being in ministry will be way too hard. Can I 
reject God’s call? What happens if I do?? 

Pastor Lindsey: I think you can reject it. Though, in my 
experience, God can be pretty persistent. But God won’t 
judge you for it. But I can say from experience that you 
probably will wrestle with that feeling forever, whether or 
not you choose to pursue ministry. 

Sonora: Well, that sounds frustrating. 

Pastor Lindsey: It can be! But it can also be rewarding. 

Sonora: I guess I have a lot to think about. 

Pastor Lindsey: We all do. But God will be with us every 
step of the journey. Not only that, but God will send 
people your way that will help you as you wrestle with this 
idea. 

Sonora: I’m glad God sent me you! 

Pastor Lindsey: So am I. 
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Kids’ Storytime 
 

Main Message 

We can struggle with God. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A broken toy 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Jacob had a strong faith in God, and he was not afraid to 
wrestle with God. 

When it comes to our faith, we may sometimes feel like we 
are not allowed to question, doubt, or wrestle God. But 
stories like this show us God can handle a challenge. 

Help kids learn that even if they grow frustrated with God, 
God loves them all the more for it! 

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

Activity 
Ask kids to name a favorite toy. 

Ask what would happen if it got broken? Would you cry? 
Scream? Throw a tantrum? 

Show the broken toy you have. Tell kids you accidentally 
broke the toy, and you needed to apologize to the person 
who owns it. 

Talk about being scared that you have to apologize. Talk 
about being angry that God didn’t keep you from breaking 
the toy. Ask kids if it’s ok to get angry at God. Talk about 
wrestling with the difficult challenge of apologizing.  

Jacob was worried because he needed to apologize to his 
brother for something he did, but he was afraid to do it. 
As he wrestled with his apology, he also wrestled with 
God. In the end, God blessed him! 

Remind kids that God doesn’t think any less of us when 
we are angry with God. God can take it!! God loves us no 
matter what. 

Reflection Questions 

• What’s the best way to share when you are angry? 
• Is it ok to be mad? 

Stuff to Consider 

Don’t shame children for having angry feelings. We are 
allowed to have all the feelings that occur! We can choose 
how we respond to our feelings. We can choose to express 
our anger or our worry in a healthy way. Sometimes 
apologizing can go a long way toward healing our own 
hurt. It might not be a bad idea to talk about how we can 
handle our anger. 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Dry plant or bush 
• Colorful paper to represent flames (optional) 
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Planning Worksheet 
 

Preaching Themes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 

 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Exodus 1:8-14 [15—2:10]; 3:1-15  
8 Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know 
Joseph. 9 He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people 
are more numerous and more powerful than we. 10 Come, 
let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in 
the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and 
escape from the land.” 11 Therefore they set taskmasters 
over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built 
supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12 But the 
more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and 
spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 
13 The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the 
Israelites, 14 and made their lives bitter with hard service in 
mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They 
were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 

[15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of 
whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16 “When 
you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them 
on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, 
she shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared God; they did 
not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let 
the boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt summoned the 
midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and 
allowed the boys to live?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, 
“Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian 
women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the 
midwife comes to them.” 20 So God dealt well with the 
midwives; and the people multiplied and became very 
strong. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave 
them families. 22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, 
“Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw 
into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.” 

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married 
a Levite woman. 2 The woman conceived and bore a 
son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid 
him three months. 3 When she could hide him no 

longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it 
with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it 
among the reeds on the bank of the river. 4 His sister stood 
at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 
5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the 
river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw 
the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. 
6 When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, 
and she took pity on him. “This must be one of the 
Hebrews’ children,” she said. 7 Then his sister said to 
Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from 
the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” 
8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went 
and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to 

her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give 
you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed 
it. 10 When the child grew up, she brought him to 
Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She 
named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of 
the water.”] 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law 
Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond 
the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in 

a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was 
blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I 
must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why 
the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the Lord saw that he 
had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, 
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, 
“Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He 
said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
7 Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my 
people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account 
of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and 
I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, 
and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of 
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, 
the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has 
now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians 
oppress them. 10 So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses 
said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and 
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “I will be 
with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who 
sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, 
you shall worship God on this mountain.” 
13 But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and 
say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to 
you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say 
to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said 
further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent 
me to you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say 
to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
has sent me to you’: 

This is my name forever, 
and this my title for all generations.” 

  

2 

3 
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Scripture Readings 
 

Secondary Text: Mark 12:26-27a  
26 “And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in 
the book of Moses, in the story about the bush, how God 
said to him, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob’? 27 He is God not of the dead, but 
of the living; you are quite wrong.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Pithom: PAI-thahm 
Rameses: RAM-uh-seez 
Jethro: JETH-roh 
Midian: MID-ee-uhn 
Horeb: HOH-reb 
Canaanites: KAY-nuh-naits 
Hittites: HIH-taits 
Amorites: AM-uh-raits 
Perizzites: PEHR-ih-zaits 
Hivites: HAI-vaits 
Jebusites: JEB-yoo-zaits 
 

 

Tag Cloud 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Pharaoh, Midwife, Pharaoh’s Daughter, 
Moses’ Sister, Moses, God 

Narrator: Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not 
know Joseph. He said to his people,  

Pharaoh: “Look, the Israelite people are more numerous 
and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly 
with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, 
join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the 
land.”  

Narrator: Therefore they set taskmasters over them to 
oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, 
Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were 
oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that 
the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians 
became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and 
made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and 
brick and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in 
all the tasks that they imposed on them. 

[Narrator: The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew 
midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the 
other Puah,  

Pharaoh: “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew 
women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill 
him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.”  

Narrator: But the midwives feared God; they did not do 
as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the 
boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives 
and said to them,  

Pharaoh: “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys 
to live?”  

Narrator: The midwives said to Pharaoh,  

Midwife: “Because the Hebrew women are not like the 
Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth 
before the midwife comes to them.”  

Narrator: So God dealt well with the midwives; and the 
people multiplied and became very strong. And because 

the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then 
Pharaoh commanded all his people,  

Pharaoh: “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you 
shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.” 

Narrator: Now a man from the house of Levi went and 
married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore 
a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid 
him three months. When she could hide him no longer she 
got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen 
and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the 
reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a 
distance, to see what would happen to him. The daughter 
of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her 
attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket 
among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she 
opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took 
pity on him.  

Pharaoh’s Daughter: “This must be one of the Hebrews’ 
children,”  

Narrator: she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s 
daughter,  

Moses’ Sister: “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the 
Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?”  

Narrator: Pharaoh’s daughter said to her,  

Pharaoh’s Daughter: “Yes.”  

Narrator: So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her,  

Pharaoh’s Daughter: “Take this child and nurse it for 
me, and I will give you your wages.”  

Narrator: So the woman took the child and nursed it. 
When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s 
daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him 
Moses,  

Pharaoh’s Daughter: “because,”  

Narrator: she said,  

Pharaoh’s Daughter: “I drew him out of the water.”] 
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Scripture Readings (continued) 
Narrator: Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law 
Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the 
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of 
fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet 
it was not consumed. Then Moses said,  

Moses: “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and 
see why the bush is not burned up.”  

Narrator: When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to 
see, God called to him out of the bush,  

God: “Moses, Moses!”  

Narrator: And he said,  

Moses: “Here I am.”  

Narrator: Then he said,  

God: “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your 
feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 
ground.”  

Narrator: He said further,  

God: “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  

Narrator: And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to 
look at God. Then the Lord said,  

God: “I have observed the misery of my people who are in 
Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their 
taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have 
come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 

Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now 
come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress 
them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my 
people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”  

Narrator: But Moses said to God,  

Moses: “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring 
the Israelites out of Egypt?”  

Narrator: He said,  

God: “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you 
that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the 
people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this 
mountain.” 

Narrator: But Moses said to God,  

Moses: “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The 
God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask 
me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?”  

Narrator: God said to Moses,  

God: “I am who I am.”  

Narrator: He said further,  

God: “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent 
me to you.’”  

Narrator: God also said to Moses,  

God: “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the 
God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is 
my name forever, and this my title for all generations.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God’s divine plan often comes with twists 
and turns. 

Moses’ story is filled with serendipity—seemingly 
unrelated events that are woven into an epic story of 
deliverance and redemption. 

People in Egypt: Joseph’s story of how he brought his 
family to Egypt in the first place is also epic and 
unexpected. If not for Joseph, none of this would even 
have taken place. 

Pharaoh’s Disdain: It’s easy to see how the pharaohs 
over 400 years would forget what Joseph had done for 
Egypt and strive to enslave the Hebrews. Pharaoh’s short 
memory led to centuries of horrendous conditions for the 
Hebrews.  

Cleverness of the Midwives: Despite Pharaoh’s order to 
kill the Hebrew babies, two brave midwives disobeyed 
Pharaoh to obey God. Their deception and bravery made 
it possible for Moses to be born and to live.  

Cleverness of Moses’ Mother: Moses’ mother’s bravery 
and cleverness also played a critical role. Not only did she 
hide him for 3 months, but she also placed him in a spot 
where Egyptian royalty was known to bathe. Maybe she 
knew his best shot at life was to be loved by an Egyptian 
with power. 

Cleverness of Moses’ Sister: Moses’ sister had the 
wisdom to keep an eye on the baby to see what would 
become of him. When Pharaoh’s daughter scooped him 
up, she immediately offered to bring a Hebrew wet 
nurse—Moses’ own mother! Clever girl. 

Egyptian Royalty: Moses was born a Hebrew and raised 
an Egyptian. Who better to save the people than Moses? 
He had a heart for his people and a knowledge of Egyptian 
politics as well as personal relationship with the house of 
Pharaoh. He was perfectly positioned to deliver them. 

Shepherd: When God contacted Moses, he had fled 
Egypt for killing an Egyptian taskmaster and was 
shepherding with his new family. The serenity and solitude 
of shepherding would have given Moses plenty of time to 
clear his head, follow his heart, and listen to his God. 

Sometimes our own lives can twist and turn, and it can be 
hard to see any rhyme or reason for the random events that 
come at us. But often, God has a divine plan that comes 
together just when we’re least expecting it, and in ways we 
never could have imagined. When we remain open to the 
seeming randomness of our life events, sometimes we get 
glimpses into the divine plan behind it all. 

For supplementary preaching resources, please visit our 
website access point. (Link: bit.ly/proclaim-it-nl) 
 

Scripture Summary 

Moses’ story is filled with serendipity—seemingly 
unrelated events that are woven into an epic story of 
deliverance and redemption. 

Call to Worship 
L: For saving us from all that threatens: 

C: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel! 

L: For sending help in our hour of need: 

C: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel! 

L: For giving us hope and a purpose: 

C: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel! 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

P: Creator God, 

C: We have given you so many reasons to grieve. We 
disrespect your creation. We long for personal 
glory, material riches and other things which 
don’t last. We mistreat ourselves and each other. 
We forget the power of your promises. We ask 
your forgiveness, counting on your never-failing 
mercy, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

P: God’s covenant is eternal and the promise is 
trustworthy: you are forgiven and belong to 
communion of saints forever. Rejoice and be glad. 
Amen. 

http://bit.ly/proclaim-it-nl
http://bit.ly/proclaim-it-nl
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

O Lord 
The events of our lives don’t always make sense to us. 
Show us how you are guiding us, day by day, to be the 
people you have created us to be, faithful followers and 
willing servants. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
You accept our gifts, great and generous God, both of 
riches and of ourselves. Now make something beautiful of 
our offerings, that your will might be known and fulfilled 
upon the earth. In the name of the one who cares for us, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: As you watched over Moses, preparing him for his 
role in his people’s history, so guide us in our lives of 
faith and service. Send us helpers to point the way and 
speak your words of encouragement when we most 
need them. God our Guide, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Your work, O Lord, is carried out in reeds and rivers, 
bushes and mountains. All creation is useful and good, 
and deserving of preservation. Grant us the wisdom to 
continue our efforts to protect and sustain the 
environment upon which we all depend. God our 
Guide,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The nations persist in conflicts, and the powerful 
misuse their potential to oppress others. For our 
shortsighted mistreatment of our fellow humans, 
forgive us O Lord, and teach us a better way. God our 
Guide, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Comfort all those who mourn the loss of children, and 
protect those whose families abandon or abuse them. 
Bring reconciliation and healing where it is most 
needed, and send your Spirit’s presence to those we 
name today (especially…). God our Guide, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: On this commemoration of Saint Michael and All 
Angels, we give you thanks for all the ways you protect 
and lead us through the twists and turns of our lives. 
May we also be a light that helps others find their way. 
God our Guide, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: In strength and in weakness, you hear our every 
prayer, O God. Receive now these for whom we offer 
petitions, enfolding them in your love and imparting 
them with your wisdom. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

You have heard our cries, O Lord, and have come to 
deliver us. May the food of this holy meal be healing and 
sustaining as we continue our journey as disciples. We 
don’t know where our path may lead but we do know that 
you are always with us. Come, join in the feast! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Baby in the river, 

C: What’s your name? 

L: Who has left you here? 

C: Who is hiding on the bank? 

L: Your mother fears you will not live. 

C: Your sister watches, close at hand. 

L: And who will come? 

C: The daughter of a king, 

L: Kind-hearted girl. 

C: She will take you home 

L: And raise you up. 

C: You will live to grow, 

L: And God will have a plan, 

C: Just for you.  

L: Young man in the field, 

C: Pay attention! 

L: All the quiet of the night 

C: Is just about to break. 

L: And what has happened to that bush? 

C: Why does it glow so bright? 

L: You’d better pay attention 

C: To the one who speaks your name. 

L: Moses, man of God, 

C: Remove your shoes. 

L: The ground on which you’re standing 

C: Is a sacred place. 

L: For here you meet your maker, 

C: And the giver of a mission, 

L: Here appears your God 

C: With a message. 

L: Shepherd on the mountain, 

C: Do not fear. 

L: Do not hide your face, 

C: God is here. 

L: You will be protected, 

C: But must seek your maker’s courage; 

L: For a crucial task awaits you 

C:  Which will liberate your people, 

L: All the tired, suffering people. 

C: You will be the one to lead them 

L: And to guide their weary footsteps 

C: From this land. 

L: Baby in the river, 

C: Do not fear. 

L: God will guide your pathway 

C: And will give you all that’s needed 

L: For your life, 

C: And your journey. 

All: God is here.  
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Julio, Gary 

Props: litter to clean up 

[Julio and Gary are cleaning a room at their church.] 

Julio: Thanks for helping me straighten up, Gary! 

Gary: Yeah, you promised it was for a good cause. I’m just 
waiting to see why it’s so important to clean these random 
classrooms. 

Julio: Oh, it’s very important! It’s the most important 
thing that we can be doing for the church! 

Gary: [Skeptically] Oh it is, is it? Cleaning? 

Julio: Yes! 

Gary: How is cleaning important? 

Julio: Well, when the church building is clean, we are 
more welcoming to visitors! 

Gary: Ok. 

Julio: And it’s safer, too. If there isn’t any garbage laying 
around or things to trip on, parents don’t have to worry 
about their children, and nobody has to worry about 
stepping on something. Plus, it’s all part of God’s plan, for 
you and me to clean today. 

Gary: I really doubt that, Julio.  

Julio: It is, Gary! 

Gary: Stop trying to make me feel better about cleaning. 
I’m helping without complaining. Don’t try to make it 
seem like it’s some, grand, amazing thing that we are doing 
here! 

Julio: Don’t you think that God has a plan for everything? 

Gary: Meh, I suppose there are some things God has a 
plan for. But cleaning? I really don’t think that’s part of 
God’s plan. 

Julio: [has gone from cheery to disappointed] Oh. Ok. 
[silence while they both clean] 

Gary: [after a pause] I don’t mean to hurt your feelings, I 
just don’t think that every little thing is part of a great plan, 
know what I mean? 

Julio: I do. It’s just that—naw, forget it. 

Gary: No. Tell me. How is cleaning up part of the plan? 

Julio: It’s not about the cleaning. 

Gary: Ok, now I’m totally confused. 

Julio: It’s about spending time together, getting to know 
each other better. 

Gary: [feeling sheepish] Oh! Sorry. I get it now. 

Julio: I don’t know if you have noticed, but I don’t have a 
lot of friends around here. I’m still kind of new and trying 
to get involved in projects. But it’s hard to make friends 
when everyone already knows each other. 

Gary: I think it won’t be too long before you have a ton of 
friends, Julio. 

Julio: What makes you say that? 

Gary: There’s something magical about you—everyone 
will want you to be their friend! 

Julio: Magical?? 

Gary: Yeah! Not only did you convince me to help clean 
up garbage, you convinced me that it was part of God’s 
plan, and I’m totally on the same page now. Something 
about you is filled with the Spirit, buddy, and that’s a great 
quality in a friend. My new friend, Julio! 

Julio: Aww, thanks, dude! Don’t forget that stuff in the 
corner. 
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Kids’ Storytime 
 

Main Message 

God’s plan is sometimes mysterious! 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Dry plant or bush 
• Colorful paper to represent flames (optional) 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Moses first encounters God in a bush that burns and does 
not get consumed. It’s wild! 

God is mysterious even today. Help kids imagine the 
wonder that Moses felt in that moment and encourage 
them to feel the wonder throughout all of God’s creation. 

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

Activity 
Invite your kids to look at the bush/plant that you have 
with you.  

Ask, “What would happen if this bush was on fire?” (It 
would probably burn up!) 

God came to Moses as a fire inside a bush and it didn’t 
burn up! How is that possible? (Was it fake like this 
paper?) 

God is mysterious, and not just in ways that seem like 
magic. Think of all the things God is up to. For example: 
Why were you born? Why do some leaves fall off the trees, 
and others stay on? What other miraculous things happen 
thanks to God’s creation? 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Does God show up in bushes as fire today? Why 
or why not? 

• What things are mysterious and wonderful to you? 
• If science can explain things, can they still be a 

miracle of God? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
Any time you talk about fire, it’s a good idea to cover fire 
safety. We never play with matches, and we never play 
with fire. Perhaps check with families if they have a fire 
safety plan for their homes. Encourage kids to get out if 
there is a fire but to know where to meet.  

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
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	C: Praise to our servant king!
	L: The leaders of earth are hungry for power.
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	L: Praise the one who hears our cries!
	C: The Lord indeed is God!
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	H: I wrapped you in love
	L: With a mother’s compassion.
	H: I reached down and fed you,
	L: I never went hungry.
	H: And now, when you suffer,
	L: And feel under threat,
	H: Now, when your troubles
	L: Are starting to gather,
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	R: From the root!
	L: Of the ruined, wild vineyard?
	R: From the hope that was planted.
	L: And what of this shoot?
	R: It is blessed by the spirit.
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	R: Despair is defeated,
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	L: My law is for all.
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	C: From war and destruction.
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	C: To guide and give hope.
	L: My words may seem harsh,
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	C: And love never fails us.
	L: My covenant stands,
	C: A promise eternal,
	L: A rock for my people
	C: To hold and to cling to.
	L: In days filled with peace,
	C: And times of tranquility,
	L: Forget not my words,
	C: The laws meant to guide us,
	L: For then you might stray,
	C: When things seem too easy
	L: And danger seems far,
	C: With no threat forthcoming.
	L: Keep watch at all times,
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	L: My promise is permanent.
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	O: Does God keep those promises?
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	O: Or that we’ll not have to work hard?
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	O: Does God promise life in abundance?
	Y: Yes!
	O: And what about peace?
	Y: Yes!
	O: And how about love?
	Y: Yes!
	O: And justice?
	Y: Yes!
	O: Will God see that we never struggle?
	Y: No!
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	Y: No!
	O: Will God give us piles of money?
	Y: No!
	O: Or make sure we’re always in comfort?
	Y: No!
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	Y: Yes!
	O: And mercy?
	Y: Yes!
	O: And what about courage?
	Y: Yes!
	O: And strength?
	Y: Yes!
	O: Will life always be fair?
	Y: No!
	O: Or perfect?
	Y: No!
	O: Or easy?
	Y: No!
	O: But will God be with us?
	Y: Yes!
	O: Is God always with us?
	Y: Yes!
	O: To love and to guide us?
	Y: Yes!
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	Planning Worksheet
	Preaching Themes
	Worship Setting
	Hymns
	Choral Music/Special Music
	Kids’ Storytime Ideas
	Skit or Creative Ideas
	Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit
	Special Events (Baptism, New Members)
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	L: Prepare the way of the Lord—
	C: In the wilderness!
	L: Make straight a highway for God—
	C: In the desert!
	L: Lift up the valleys,
	C: And level the mountains,
	All: Prepare the way of the Lord!
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	L: John the Baptizer declared the good news:
	C: Prepare the way, and make the paths straight!
	L: His message was prophecy echoed from old:
	C: Prepare the way, and make the paths straight!
	L: His life the fulfillment of scriptural truth:
	C: I’m sending my messenger, clearing a way.
	L: John traveled the wilderness, preaching repentance:
	C: Prepare your hearts and be made clean!
	L: He spoke of the ancient promise of God:
	C: The Lord of forgiveness is coming to us!
	L: Isaiah spoke words of assurance and love:
	C: Comfort my people who’ve suffered so long.
	L: His message was hope for a nation worn out:
	C: Your term has been served; your penalty paid.
	L: The prophet desired to make known God’s intent:
	C: To raise up the valleys and make the hills low.
	L: A promise to level the uneven ground,
	C: And make what was rough into a smooth path.
	L: Isaiah proclaimed that God’s kingdom was peace:
	C: A place to unite all the people as one.
	L: For years they had suffered like withering grass,
	C: Whose flower would fade with a breath of the wind.
	L: And life was inconstant, with no lasting hope.
	C: The payment for sin was a heavy affliction.
	L: But now a good word was coming to light:
	C: Which would last well beyond the impermanent days,
	L: Tidings to herald a promising age:
	C: Of peace and deliverance, offered to all.
	L: So go to the mountaintops,
	C: Lift up your voice!
	L: Do not be afraid
	C: To proclaim the Lord’s news:
	L: Our God is arriving
	C: With power and might!
	L: He brings a reward
	C: To the tired and weary.
	L: The promised one gathers
	C: The lambs and the sheep,
	L: Feeding and tending them,
	C: Gathering them up.
	L: Our God will show mercy
	C: And pardon to us.
	L: Rejoice, for he comes!
	C: He is coming,
	All: Rejoice!
	Creative Expression
	Skit
	Kids’ Storytime
	Main Message
	Props
	Setting the Scene/Background
	Telling the Story
	Activity
	Reflection Questions
	Stuff to Consider
	Next Week’s Props
	Planning Worksheet
	Preaching Themes
	Worship Setting
	Hymns
	Choral Music/Special Music
	Kids’ Storytime Ideas
	Skit or Creative Ideas
	Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit
	Special Events (Baptism, New Members)
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	Scripture Readings
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	L: Enter God’s house,
	C: And give thanks!
	L: For God is good,
	C: And the Lord’s love is forever!
	L: Enter God’s house,
	C: And give thanks!
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	Liturgy
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	Offertory Prayer
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	Eucharistic Invitation
	Liturgy
	Litany
	Left side: The old is a treasure,
	Right side: Which cannot endure.
	L: We long for the past,
	R: And all that was lost.
	L: We ponder the memories
	R: And mourn what is gone.
	L: We miss former things,
	R: And desire their return.
	L: We try to replace them
	R: Without satisfaction.
	L: For what has been lost
	R: Will not come back again.
	L: But here in the present
	R: Is where we must live,
	L: And the things of today
	R: Are all that we have.
	L: Our savior has given us
	R: Blessings abundant:
	L: Much more than we need
	R: Or could ever request.
	L: When Israel returned
	R: To beloved Jerusalem,
	L: The temple of God
	R: Was their only desire.
	L: They soon built a new one
	R: From ruins of old,
	L: And the house of the Lord
	R: Was restored, once again.
	L: But the elders were sad:
	R: For it wasn’t the same,
	L: Didn’t equal the glory
	R: Or splendor of old.
	L: They mourned at its opening,
	R: Regretting the past,
	L: For what had been lost
	R: Could not be replaced.
	L: But the young ones were joyous,
	R: And cheered with loud voices
	L: At what was re-built
	R: And designed for the Lord.
	L: They had no nostalgia
	R: Nor lingering memory,
	L: And only found hope
	R: In the temple restored.
	L: For God doesn’t promise
	R: To re-make our fortunes
	L: Or give us exactly
	R: What we had before.
	L: Our God is creating
	R: A wondrous new future,
	L: Which we can’t imagine
	R: Nor hope to describe.
	L: Praise God for the promise
	R: Of hope and redemption,
	L: Praise God for what’s coming,
	R: Halleluiah!
	All: Praise God!
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